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INTRODUCTORY ESSAY

ON THE USAGES AND CUSTOMS OF SYMBOLICAL MASONRY
N THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

BY THE EDITOR.

“ The Scalds exclaim, with miserable frown,!
Masons repeir ? they’d sooner pull it down.
A set of ranting, roaring, rnmgling fellows,
‘Who meet to sing old rose and burn the bellows.
Champagne and claret, dozens in a jerk,
And t.gen they say how hard they’ve been at work.
Next for the secret of their own wise making,
Hiram and Boaz. and Grand Master Jachin
Poker and tongs! the sign ! the word ! the stroke!
"Tis all a nothing, and ’tis all a joke.
Nonsense on nonsense! let them storm and rail,
Here's the whole history of their mop and pail ;
For 'tis the sense of more than half the town,
Their secret is—a bottle at the Crown!”

Masoxic ProLoeux.

“ You shall not go out to drink by night, or if occasion doe happen
that you must goe, you shall not stay till past eight of the clock, having
some of your fellowes, or one at the least, to beare you witness of the
honest p ou were in, and your good behaviour, to avoid scandall.”
—AnciENr CHARGES.

“I wish the reader to take notice, that in writing of this book, I have
made myself a recreation of a recreation; and that it might prove so to
bim, and not read dull and tediously, I have in several places mixed (not
any scurrility, but) gome innocent harmless mirth; of which, if thoa be
a severe sour complexioned man, then I here disallow thee to be a com-
petent judge; for divines say, There are offences given, and offences not
given, but taken.”—Izaaxk WaLTo~.

From the habits and usages of any society or body of
men may be gathered a tolerably correct idea of their
relative qualities, and the tendency such an association

See Masonic Institutes, p. 247.



2 INTRODUCTORY ESSAY.

possesses to promote the happiness and prosperity of its
members. The eighteenth century was distinguished by
the existence of numerous local institutions, which peri-
odically congregated together different classes of society,
for divers purposes, the chief of which appears to have
been the amusement of a vacant hour, when the business
of the day was ended. Few of these ephemeral societies
aimed at a higher flight. Some met weekly, while the
members of others assembled every evening. Each pro-
fession and calling had its club, and in lurge towns the
trade of every street was not without its meaus of thus
killing the evening hour.

Such societies embraced every class of persons, from
the noble to the beggar; and, whatever might be a
man’s character or disposition, he would find in London
a club that would square with his ideas. If he were a
tall man, the tall club was ready to receive him; if
short, he would soon find a club of dwarfs ; if musically
inclined, the harmonic club was at hand; was he fond
of late hours, he joined the owl club; if of convivial ha-
bits, he would find a free and easy in every street ;? if
warlike, he sought out the lumber troopers;® if a buck
of the first water, he joined the club of choice spirits;
and if sober and quiet, the humdrum. If nature had
favoured him with a gigantic proboscis, an unsightly

3 A celebrated tavern, called the Coal Hole, was famous for midnight
gossipping. Here the most celebrated comedians entertaived their
private friends in a series of convivialities after they had delighted the
town. Here, too, certain painters, poets, sculptors, musicians, and other
ingenious men, who preferred late hours, a smoky room, and hilarity,
the sober comforts of domestic life, wasted the night in glorious inde-
pendence, fearless of the frowns, and tears, and curtain .lectures which
might await them at home.

3 The Lumber Troop is till in being, and is held at “ the Falcon,” Fet-
‘er Lane. Graot says that there have been many members of distinction
mn the ancient Lumber Troop, who bave, in most cases, joined it ffox a
pure love of fun. Prince George of Denmark, the consort of Quecn
Anne, was a Lumber Trooper, and so was Hogurth, the prince of
humourous painters. In fact Hogarth joined the Troop with the view
of forwarding his professional business. Some of his best subjects were
selected from Troop Hall. John Harrison, of Bell Yard, Temple Bar,
an ecceutric personage, who kept a tobacco shop, and went to all the
meetings of the Troop with his pockets stuffed with tobacco, which he
sold in retail to the Troopers, 13 supposed to be the character whom
Hogarth represents in his Modern Midnight Conversation, as leaning
over the parsun when challenged to drink e particular toast.
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protuberance on his shoulders, or any other striking
ersonal peculiarity, he would have no difficulty in find-
Ing a society to keep him in countenance.

One great characteristic of the age may be named—
there were no temperance societies ; and the name of a
teetotaller was unknown. All these associations had
one common purpose,—they were equally addiéted to
drinking and smoking, and seldom parted sober; for
their usual motto was, ¢ Another pot, and then! What
then? ANoTHER!™ :

A few of these institutions, however, must be exempt-
ed from this sweeping censure. The kit-cat, the beef-
steak, the literary club, and others, were frequented by
the nobility and gentry, and though they indulged in
convivialities which would not be tolerated in our more
temperate days,® it would be too much to say that the
members of these aristocratic societies never exceeded
the bounds of decorum. But the truth and beauty of a
picture consists in the development of shade as well as

4 Even in this state, instances are on record where drunkards were more
sensible than those who were sober. The following anecdote is told of a
oor woman who, labouring under temporary derangement, hung herself
in her own house. As soon as her husband was aware of her situation,
he set off in search of a medical man, leaving his wife suspended by the
neck, and giving strict injunction that she should not be meddled with
till he came back. In consequence of the alarm, a number of persons
were collected together, amongst whom was a man more than half scas
over. He btzwledg out “ Why don’t you cut the woman down?” When
several females immediately replied, * You drunken brute, would you put
a finger on her when her good man is gone for the doctor?” The toper
nevertheless cut her down, but too late to save her life.

8 kiven Krasmus, according to Fuller, (Hist. Cam., p. 87) when he
resided at Queen's College, Cambridge, often complained of the thin pota-
tions of that seminary. * The ale,” he said, * was raw,small, and windy.”
Erasmus geems to have been attached to good wine, and to have been at
first ill-satisficd with his fare at Cambridge. He tells his friend (Lpist.
viii., p. 16) that he did pot intend to remain long at Queen's College ;
that be did not like the ale, and the wine to be procured there was not
much more to his taste; and he ends by requesting him to send him a
cask of the best Greeck wine that could be procured in London. His
friend procared him a constant supply ; but on one occasion, when Eras-
mus had drauk out one barrel before the other arrived, as a bit of a hint,
he returned the empty cask, with a note to the following effect : “1 re-
tarn your cask, which I have kept by me empty rather a long time, that
T might at least have the plcasure of enjoying the smell of Greek wine.”
Fuller further certifies that in his own time the scholars had the same
complaint, and he assigns this reason for it,—* the brewers, having pre-
scription on thei; side for a long time, little amended it.”

1
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light and colouring; as in the Roman paintings, the
vices were placed beside the virtues, that the latter
might appear more brilliant by the contrast; and there-
fore it must be admitted that, like the frequenters of the
lower clubs, they would sometimes extend their pota-
tions to a point which made them rather unstea«gy in
their movements;® yet, as this was an exception to a
rule, it became a source rather of merriment and good-
humoured raillery, than of regret; although Prior says:

. —— "T'was rage, 'twas noise ;
An airy scene of transitory joys ;
To the late revel and protracted feast,
Wild dreams succeeded, and disordered rest.” 7

¢ “What would our fastidious teetotallers say to the following enlogium
on brandy by a reverend prelate-—Theoricus Episcopus Hermenensis in
Romanula juxta Bononiam? He recommends it to be taken before meat
88 well as after, because it * sloweth age, it strengtheneth youth, it
helpeth digestion, it cutteth phlegm, it abandoueth melancholy, it relish-
eth the heart, it lighteneth the mind, it quickeneth the spirits, it cureth
the hydropsy, it healeth the strangulary, it pounceth the stoue, it ex-

lieth gravel, it puffeth away all ventosity, it keepeth and preserveth the
K:nd from whirling, the eyes from dazzling, the tongue from lisping, the
mouth from maflliog, the teeth from chattering, and the throat from
rattling : it keepeth the weuson from stifling, the stomach from wam-
bling. and the heart from swelling ; the belly from wirtching, the guts
from rumbling, the hands from shivering, the veins from crampling, the
bones from aching, and the marrow from soking.”

7 The grave Dr. Johnson was a club man, but he studiously avoided a
personal exposure. He said, “ when I drink wine, I scorn to drink it
when in company. I have drunk many a bottle by myself ; in the first

lace, because I had need of it to raise my spirits; in the second place,
Eecuuse I would bave nobody to witness its efftcts upon me.” (Boswell,
vol. iii., p. 39, Ed. 1820.) Boswell, however, tells us that at an earlier
period he was a gourmand, and sometimes drank a bottle of port after
supper at the Mitre. “ We had a good supper,” says he, “ and port wine,
of which he then drank a bottle.” (Ibid, vol. i., p. 396.) Indeed, John-
son himself was heard to say, “ some peogle have a foolish way of not
mianding, or not pretending to mind what they eat.  For my,part, I mind
m belg' very studiously, and very carefully ; for I look upon it, that he
who does not mind his belly will hardly mind anything clse.” I never
knew,” adds Boswell, *“ any man who relished good eating more than he
did. When at table Le was totally absorbed in the business of the mo-
ment ; his looks seemed riveted to his plate; nor would he say one word,
or even pay the least attention to what was said by others, till he had
satistied his appetite; which was so fierce, and indulged with such in-
tenseness, that, while in the act of cating, the veins of his forehead
swelled, and generally o stong perspiration was visible; for Johnson,
though he could be abstemious, was not a temperate man either in eating
or drinking.” (Ibid, vol. i., p. 464.)
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But in that age Bacchus was the lord of the ascend-
ant, and all classes of society were but too happy to
offer sacrifice to him. In my younger days I have been
witness to mauy illustrations of this propensity, which,
I may also add, so far from being esteemed disgracetul,
were considered meritorious, and he who could swallow
the greatest quantity of wine was esteemed the most
delectable companion, Particularl if his bibulous supe-
riority were accompanied with tgat universal letter of
recommendation, the capacity to sing a good song.

There was, however, one society in that period,
which, if it di.l indulge its members with the enjoyment
of decent refreshment, had a standing law which pro-
vided aguinst all excess; declaring that they ought to
be moral men, good husbands, good parents, good sons,
and good neighbours; not staying too long from home,
and uvoiding ull excess.” This society was Freemasonry ;
the exclusive character of which excited the envy of all
other periodical assemblies of convivial men; and pro-
duced a series of objections, which have been embodied
in the Motto to this Essay, which forms part of a pro-
logue written in the year 1765. Freemasonry was said
by these captious individuals to be a mere convivial
society ;* aud the existing clubs and coteries which
embraced the common design of mutual entertainment
by the song, the toast, the merry tale, and the cheerful
glass, without any pretensions of a superior character,

8 We will give the defumer every latitude he desires, and for o moment
admit that Masons did enjoy themselves at their public festivals. Were
they alone in the practice of good living? Rcad the following documeut,
which is a detail of the provisions that were consumed at a single epis-
copal dinner, holden at York in the sixth year of Edward 1V., and say
no more that Masons were either gourmands or drunkards. It included
300 quarters of wheat, 300 tuns of ale, 100 tuns of wine, a pipe of hipo-
cras, 104 oxen, 6 wild bulls, 1000 sheep, 304 calves, as many porks, 400
swans, 2000 geese, 1000 capons, 2000 pigs, 400 plovers, 100 dozen
quails, 200 dozen ruffs and rees, 104 peacocks, 4000 mullards, 200 crancs,
200 kids, 2000 chickens, 4000 pigeons, 4000 rabbits, 200 bitterns, 400
herons, 200 pheasants, 500 partridges, 400 woodcocks, 100 curlieus,
1000 cgrittes, 500 bucks and more, 4000 cold venison pasties, 1500 hot
venison pasties, 1000 parted dishes of jelly, 3000 plain ditto, 4000 tarts,
3000 cold custards, 2000 hot custards, 600 pikes, 800 breams, 12 g):r-
poises and seals ; with salmon, sturgeon, whitings, eels, mackerel, barbels,
trouts, lampreys, turbot, brill, ling, tench, crabs, lobsters, &c., &c., in
unnumbe abundance ; and spices, sugared delicacies, and wafers,
“plentie.” (See Leland’s Collect. vol. vi., p. 2.)
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were piqued and annoyed at the assumption of superior
privileges which distinguished the masonic fraternity ;
and therefore they vented their indignation and spleen
by ridicule and contumely.® It cannot be supposed
that the above charges were invented by the Mason
who wrote the lines. The passage was merely intro-
duced into the prologue to show how perfectly ridicu-
lous and unfounded they were, and how much they
were despised by the fraternity at large. The opinions
existed notwithstanding in all their force, and their ope-
ration was boundless amongst those who were deter-
mined to use every effort to cry the institution down.

But the members of our sacred order met together for
other purposes than those of conviviality, although
moderate refreshment was not denied at the termination
of the grave labours of the lodge, when the brethren
responded to a call from the south. The objects which
were avowedly pursued in the lodge, were the study
and investigation of science ; mutually communicating
lessons of morality, and practising the exercise of bro-
therly love, that the fubled reign of Astraa might be
restored, and truth and justice prevail in the lodge, and
from thence be extended to society in general.

“ Nec verba minacia fixo
ZEre legebantur ; nec supplex turba timebant
Judicis ora sui ; sed erant sine judice tuti.”—OQvIp.

The world gave Freemasonry credit for some other
usages, of which the Brethren were perfectly innocent ;
but they were too gross to excite even a momentary
annoyance. They were charged with the practice of
forbidden arts; as, for instance, ‘ raising the devil in a
circle ;”° although the use they made of his infernal
majesty does not appear; but from hints scattered
about in other places we may surmise that it was for
the purposes of divination, the discovery of hidden trea-
sures, and other illegal designs, which were more openly
avowed in the innovations of continental Masonry. We
find mention made of “a red hot poker’ being used to
inflict an indelible mark of initiation on the unfortunate

? See Masonic Institutes, p. 8.
W See Kuclid's letter in Anderson's Const. Ed. 1738, p. 227.
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candidate,— ¢ the shirt of an apprentice,” and some
other absurdities, which it will be unuecessary to
name,! because there are no persons at the present day
so weak as to believe that we practise magic, divination,
or alchymy, at our private meetings;** although the
charge was revived in 1824 by a writer in the Loudon
Magazine, who contends that the Rosicrucians and the
Freemasons are one and the same body ; that the former
being ¢ alchymists, cabalists, and dealers in the black
-art,” it was evidently intended to be understood that
the Freemasons of the present day use the same delu-
sive practices.

These absurd charges, however, were widely dissemi-
nated and implicitly believed in the eighteenth century,
and several books were written to prove their truth.
And one enthusiastic anti-mason went so far as to intro-
duce them into a sermon, which he published, under the
forbidding title of ¢ Masonry the way to Hell ; a sermon
wherein is clearly proved, both from reason and from

1 8cots’ Mag. 1755, p. 133.

3These practicesin the cighteenth century do not appear to have been
considered disreputablec. Weishaupt, the founder of Illuminism, boasts
of them as 8o many proofs of his virtuous churacter. Hesays: “I have
gone through the whole circle of human enquiry. I have exarcised
spirits, raised ghosts, discovered treasures, interroguted the cabala—hate

0 gespielt—I bave never transmuted metals. 'The tenor of my life has

been the opposite of everything that is vile ; and no man can lay any-
thing to my chn.rFe."

l:lg‘he author of the Freemasouns’ Lexicon, however, asserts that on the
Continent, until the year 1780, there were to be found, here and there,
Freemasons’ lodges, in which alchymy was practised. Although it never
formed any part of the science, yet there were a few men to be fouund,
and amongst them Freemasons, who employed themselves as alebymists ;
who, if they could not make gold in the crucible, knew how to make it,
in considerable quaatities, out of their credulous dupes. A Freemason
is directed to study the wonderful and stupendous works of nature ; not
that he may be enabled to make gold, but that he may prepare himself,
by comparing the beautiful effects produced by apparcutly the most
simple means in the hands of nature, to duly reverence, worship, and
adore nature’s God. Notwithstanding the rapid strides towards perfec-
tion which modern chemistry bhas e, it i3 yet far from being able to
trace the manner in which nature composes the various metals, to truce
their growth and their produce, until they are converted into gold or
silver, and thus to be able to imitate the process. 'The labours of the
alcliymist are therefore nothing but a blind groping in utter darkuess;
and he is entangled in a labyrinth of iguorance, delusion, and deception,
from which ho does not know how to extricate himsclt,
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scripture, that all who profess the mysteries are in a

state of damnation.” Such assertions, how wild and

unreasonable soever they may now appear, found believ-
ers, and would constitute a powerful obstacle to prevent
Freemasonry from being counsidered the instrument of
unalloyed good. X
Any trifling irregularities amongst the Brethren would
tend to give effect to the defamatory reports which were
circulated against the institution; for if individuals

could be found who could indulge in excesses foreign to -

their masonic duty in the lodge, they would not pay
very great respect to it beyond the walls; and hence
the most injurious surmises would find confirmation in

the indiscretions of these semi-masons. If they slighted’

that ancient charge which directed them to be ¢ cautious
in their words, carriage, and motions, that the most
penetrating stranger may not be able to discover what
18 not proper to be intimated ;"' in particular circles
Masoury would become, as we know it very frequently
did, a by-word and a reproach. We will examine how
far the Masonry of that day deserved such a stigma.

The lodge was designated as ‘“a place where Masons
meet to work.” Hence the assemnbly or duly organized
body of Masons is called a lodge; just as the word
church is expressive both of the congregation and of the
place of worship.”** The first Iodége esson, therefore,
which was taught applied to “ God and religion,” that
the Brethren might never for a moment forget that the
masonic society did not tolerate atheism or infidelity,
but expected that its members, as Christians, would
comply with the usages of the Christiun church, as
established in this country.”* But no disquisitions were
allowed to be introduced respecting peculiar opinions o
forms of worship ; because Freemasonry, being a cosmo-
political order, and including Jews and Mahometans as
well as Christians, the Brethren were charged ¢ to adhere
to that religion in which all men agree, leaving each
Brother to his own particular opinions.”

14 Anderson’s Const. p. 148, Ed. 1738.

1 Anderson's Const. p. 144, Kd. 1738. :

18« In ancicot times the Christian Masons were charged to comply
with the Christian usages of each country where they travelled or
worked.” (Ancient Charge i., approved by Grand Lodge in 1722))
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The term G.A.O.T.U. is used amongst Masons for
this great and glorious Being, designated by the letter G.,
that it may be applied by every Brother to the object of
his adoration; for none can be admitted into the order
of Freemasonry who do not acknowledge, as their sole
trust and stay, one supreme Deity, the Creator of heaven
and earth. The Jew and the Mahometan, therefore,
apply T.G.A.O.T.U. to God the Creator, as worship-

ed in their respective systems of religion; but the
nglish Masons of the last century, lest any mistake
should arise amongst the Brethren on this important
point, explained the title to mean * Him that was taken
up to the topmost pinnacle of the temple,”” or Jesus
Clzn'ist, the £vine author of the Christian religion, in
conformity with the doctrine of St. Paul, and other
apostles of Christianity."

After inculcating that it is the business of a Mason to
Earform punctually his duty to God, ‘ never mentioning

is name but with the reverential awe which becomes
a creature to bear to his Creator, and to look upon him
always as the summum bonum which we came into the
world to enjoy ;" the Brethren were taught their duty
to their neighbour and themselves; and then it was
impressed upon them that * a Mason is a peaceable sub-
ject, and never to be concerned in plots against the
state, nor disrespectful to the inferior magistrates.”®
But these recommendations were not to be considered
as an excuse for the introduction of political disquisi-
tions, which were absolutely rohibiteg. Thus the old

Gothic constitutions provided that ¢ no quarrels about’

nations, families, religions, or politics, must be brought
within the door of the lodge; for, as Masons we are of
the oldest Catholic religion, and of all nativns upon the
square, level and plumb ; and like our predecessors, in
all ages, we are resolved against political disputes, as
contrary to the peace and welfare of the lodge.”® And
in the method of opening the lodge, as used at that
period, it was distinctly proclaimed that ¢ all religious

17 The ancient Lectures.

81 Cor. viii. 6. Ephes. iii. 9. Col. i. 16. Heb. i.10. 2 Pet.iii. b
Bee also Prov. viii. 12 to 26. John i. 3. )

¥ From a Charge used before 1730.

® Ancient Charges, ii. = Ancient Charges, vi.

(!
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and political disputes were forbidden under a heavy
_penalty.” It would be well if this form were restored.
A candidate for initiation was required to be *free-
born, or no bondman, of mature age, and of good report,
hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered at the
time of his making. But no woman, no eunuch; the
son of honest parents, a perfect {vouth, without maim or
defect in his body, and capable of learning the mysteries
of the art.”? And it was further provtged by the then
existing laws, that no one should be admitted under the
age of twenty-five years,® except he be a Lewis;* nor
without the unanimous couseut of all the members of
that lodge then present when the candidate is proposed
and when their consent is formally asked by the Mas-
ter.® In those times the balloting box was unknown,
for the decision was expected to be unanimous. It was
provided by the primitive regulations of the Grand
Lodge, in 1717, that the Brethren should give their con-
sent ‘““in their own prudent way, either virtually or in
form, but with unanimity. Nor is this inherent privi-

$ Ancient Charges, iii. iv.
- 8 By the laws of Prussia, says the author of the Freemasons’ Lexicon,
no native of that country can be initiated under twenty-five years of
age, even at the present day; and the lodges are allowed to make no ex-
ceptions to this rule, except to travellers from foreign couutries. The
lodges in other nations, which are held under warrants from the three
Prussian Grand Lodges, are not bound by. this law ; but should a young
Prussian be initiated abroad, and return to his native country before he
has attained his twenty-fith year, he is not permitted to visit a lodge until
that age is fully completed.

3'I'he masonic explanation of this term is equally simple and pleasing.
It was given to the son of a Master Mason, n.ndv placed amongst our
emblems about the middle of the last century. In operative architecture
it is an instrument used to support heavy stones which are to be raised
to the highest parts of a building. In like manner, when a Master
Mason passes into the vale of years, and becomes incapable of active
exertion, he is supported, succoured, and nourished by his son, the Lewis,
who is able and willing to bear, in his father’s stead, the burden and
heat of the day. .

®0ld regulations, Article 6. On the Continent the candidate under-
went many strict examinations, which are dispensed with in this country.
Ues epreuves seront toujours terminées par celles de l'eau, glu feu, du
calice amer, &c.; accom &ées d'explications courtes et lumineuses qui
dcmeontrent aux Recipiend .. que nous ne faisons rien que de conforme
aux cérémonies de tous les peaples, &c., &c., vous concluerez de Ia qu'un
home sans instruction, sans capacité, et sans bonues qualités, ne sera
point regu Mac.".
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lege subject to a dispensation ; because the members of
a particular lodge are the best judges of it ; and because
if a turbulent member should be imposed on them, it
might spoil the harmony or hinder the freedom of their
comnunication, or eveu break and disperse the lodge,
which ought to be avoided by all true and faithful Bro-
thers.”

On this subject Noorthouck has some judicious re-
marks, which 1 subjoin, in illustration of this importaut
subject. *There is no violation of truth in at%rming
that, in London especially (a. . 1784), propositions for
initiation into Masonry are often too easily, if not too
eagerly received on the bare general recommendation
of the proposer, and payment of the customary fees.
But if character and circumstances were cautiously
weighed in the qualification of candidates, though the
society might not be quite so numerous, the members of
it would in proportion be more respectable, both as men
and as Masons. Charity is a leading feature in the
masonic character; we deem ourselves bound to assist a
distressed brother to the utmost of our power; but
surely this humane obligation does not extend to receiv-
ing men amongst us whose imprudence and precarious
circumstances obviously tend to reduce them to be ob-
jects of charity. Nothing is more common than for
giddy young men, just entering into life, to join the
society with the mere sinister view of extending their
connections. Such men dissipate their time, money, and
attention, in running about trom oue lodge to another,
where they rather aim to distinguish themselves in the
licentious character of jolly compaunions, than in the
more discreet one of steady goodlida.sons; and, finally,
close their masonic career by loading the table in the
committee-room with petitions for charity. The number
of these applications reduces our benefactions to such
scanty portions, that instead of being of effectual service
in extricating men from the occasional difficulties of life,
they seldom exceed instant supply of pressing necessities,
without reaching the cause of those necessities ; whereas
were the brethren more select, fewer distresses would
come before them, those which did come would be de-
serving of relief, and might obtain it with a liberal hand.

“QOnce more; the fraternity of Masons being every-
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where distinguished by the kind reception and friendly
assistance of strange brethren on their journeys, or on

" their arrival to settle among them, gives rise to another
abuse, teeming with evil effects. A man on the point
of removing to a distant country, recollects that the cer-
tificate of being a Mason will be a convenient general
letter of recommendation; he accordingly gets himself
proposed, through a second, third, or fourth hand, and
must be hurried through all the degrees in one evening,
because he is to set off early in the morning. Thus, by
trusting to a vague recommendation, a lodge prostitutes
the institution for a paltry fee; vests an utter stranger
with a character he knows nothing of, and furnishes him
with a credential, empowering him, should he be basely
disposed, to abuse the generous confidence of the breth-
ren whereever he goes, to the injury of worthy men
who may afterwards travel the same road. Such hasty
compliances with interested views, ought not, therefore,
to be heedlessly countenanced.”*

The candidate, at his initiation, was expected * de-
cently to clothe the lodge,” which appears to have in-
cluded not only new aprons and gloves, but also the
necessary and usual refreshment.” The proper clothing
of the brethren at that period was a plain white apron
and gloves,® and the jewels were suspended from white

% Oonst. 1784, p. 393.

% In an old Minute Book, belonging to the Witham Lodge at Lincoln,
we find, under date 2d of January, 1732, a minute of this custom. “ It
was proposed by our R. W. Master, that Sir Christopher Hales, Bart., be
voted a member of this society, who, being well recommended, the same
was agreed to, on Bro. Thomis Becke undertaking to pay the usual sum
of five guineas for and on behalf of our said Brother elect. And in re-
gard that our R. W. M. was going to London, in a few days, it was
agreed that William Carter, Esq., together with the said Sir Christopher
Hales, should be initiated the same evening ; which was done accordingly
with due solemnity, when our R. W. M. gave an elegant charge : and in
respect to our new Brother it was further agreed to clothe aud entertain
the lodge. Paid for gloves and aprons, 2I. 17s.; expended 2/. 3s. 1d.”

-~ % The Masons on the Continent of Kurope had a custom to give the
candidate, at his initiation, a pair of lady’s gloves, with the command to
present them to his wife, or to any lady whom ke may be desirous of
espousing. The gloves are white, not ounly to show the purity of our
respect and love for the female sex, but to serve also as an inducement
to the wife or betrothed of a Freemason to act with circumspection in
ker journey through life. It is considered that these initiation gloves are
an apt and important present for a young man to make to his bride on the
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ribbons. The officers of the Grand Lodge did not deviate
from this primitive practice till the year 1731, when it
was considered decorous for the Grand Officers to be
distinguished by some token from which their dignity
might be easily recognized. It appears, also, that some
of the brethren had introduced decorations that were
unsanctioned by the laws, and, therefore, it was ordered
by the Grand Lodge, March 17, 1731, that, “to cure
some irregularities, none but the Grand Master, his
Deputy and Wardens (who are the only Grand Officers),
shall wear their jewels in gold pendant to blue ribbons
about their necks, and white leather aprons with blue
silk ; which sort of aprons may be also worn by former
Grand Officers. Masters and Wardens of particulur
lodges may line their white leather aprons with white
silk, and may hang their jewel to white ribbons about
their necks.”® From the above regulation of the Grand
Lodge, probably originated the name of Blue, as applied
to symbolical Masonry. Blue is the colour of truth or
fidelity ; and it is a remarkable fact that no brother has
ever doubted the genuineness or antiquity of the three
blue degrees; while the supplementary degrees are most
of them of modern construction. This colour is justly
prized amongst Freemasons; for the more they are
clothed in the mantle of truth, the greater will be their
progress in real knowledge. Azure and gold are orna-
ments of the greatest value. The unchangeable heavens
are blue or azure, and their golden ornaments are the
sun, the moon, and the stars.®

The above clothing continued to be used by the con-
stitutional Masons tiﬁ the beginning of the present ceu-
tury ; and the first lodge over which the writer of this
Essay presided, in 1810, had its jewels suspended from
white ribbons, and the Brethren were clothed in undeco-
rated aprons. The section called ancient Masons departed
from this primitive custom earlier, and introduced blue
ribbons with chains of silver, and aprous decorated with
masonic devices painted on the leather, and blue edgings

wedding day, and they ought to be prized by her as a most valuable
ornameant.

® Minates of Grand Lodge, 17th March, 1731.

% Freemasons’ Lexicon—Blau.
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aud fringes, before the conclusion of the last century.®
After the Union, in 1813, the clothing, insignia, and
decorations, which ure now used, were enjoined by au-
thority, for the purpose of * establishing perfect uni-
formity throughout the whole craft.”

The labour of the Lodge at that period may be some-
what difficult to describe. It could not be exclusively
confined to a repetition of the masonic catechism, be-
cause that was too brief and technical to be permanently
interesting ; for the questions appertaining to the Master’s
part were only seven in number. A reverend Brother of
the last century says, that the labour of Masounry com-
prehended the whole circle of arts and sciences. He adds
that ¢ Freemasonry has been the dépét of learning in all
former ages, and a focus combining every ray of genius
in all climes of the earth. In foreign countries a lodge
is styled an academy, and Masonry is considered as
synonymous to Geometry, the science relating to the
measurement of the earth, and emphatically referring to
its creation; a liberal, or Freemason, signifying a friend
and admirer, or a professor of the liberal sciences.”

The Ahiman Rezon says, that masonic labour consisted
in the study of geometry; but an ancient MS., formerly
in the Bodleian library at Oxford, the original of which
is said to be in the handwriting of King Henry VI., ex-
tends these studies to *‘agriculture, architecture, astro-
nomy, geometry, numbers, music, poetry, chemistry,
government, and religion.” In another place Masonry
18 defined to be ¢ the skylle of nature, the understondynge
of the myghte that ys hereynne, and its sondrye werck-
ynges; sonderlyche, the skylle of rectenyngs, of waightes
and metynges, and the treu manere of fagonnynge all

3] once visited an ancient lodge. and found the officers and brethren
clothed in aprons variously diversi%:d, according to the taste of the wearer,
and consequently there was no uniformity—there were not two alike;
although they a law, which passed their Grand Lodge in 1772,
stating that * it having been represented to the Grand Lodge, that several
brethren bad lately appeared in public with gold lace and fringe, to-
ther with many devices on their aprons, &c., which was thonght
inconsistent with the dignity, propriety, and ancient custom of the craft
—It was Resolved and Ordered, that for the future no Brethren, Grand
Officers excepted, shall appear with gold lace, gold fringe, gold em-
broidery, or anything resembling golcf, on their masonic clothing or
ornaments.” (Minutes of the Athol Grand Lodge, September 2, 1772.)
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thynges for manne’s use, headlye, dwelyngs and buyld-
yngs of alle kindes, and al odher thynges that make gude
to manne.”? A masonic document of still greater anti-
quity says, that ¢ a loge of Masons taught all the seven
liberal sciences, us joined under geometry, which teach-
eth met and measure, ponderation and weight of every
thing in and upon the face of the whole earth; for you
know every craftsman works by measure ; he or she that
buyeth or selleth, it is by weight and measure; husband-
men, navigators, and painters, all of them use geometry ;
for whether, grammar, rhetoric, logic, or any other of the
said sciences, can subsist without geometry, ergo, most
worthy, laudable, and honourable.”®

Some or all of the above, it is probable, together with
the means of carrying into effect the charitable designs
of the society, constituted the ordinary labour of the
lodges of that period. It was an original law of Ma-
sonry, that each particular lodge may dispose of its own
chanty for poor Brothers, according to its own by-laws.
But at the Grand Lodge, 21st November, 1724, Brother
Francis Scot, Earl of Dalkeith, afterwards the Duke of
Buccleugh, the Past Grand Master, proposed that, in
order to promote the charitable disposition of Freema-
sons, and to render it more extensively beneficial to the
society, each lodge may make a certain collection, accord-
ing to ability, to be put into a joint stock, lodged in the
bands of a treasurer at every quarterly communication,
for the relief of distressed Brethren that shall be recom-
mended by the contributing lodges to the Grand Officers
from time to time. This motion being unanimously
agreed to, formed the germ of our present glorious Fund
of Benevolence.

Such was masonic labour down to the close of the
century, when the authorized lectures, having been con-
siderably extended, a series of legitimate pursuits were
instituted, which might profitably occupy the attention
of scientific Brethren for an indefinite length of time.
In these lectures the philosophy of Masonry began to
be exemplified, and the world became apprized of the
fact in the published works of Calcott and Hutchinson,
each of whom had been the Master of his Lodge, and

3 MS. temp. Henry VI. ® Harl. MS. B.M. vol. 1924.
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having delivered from the chair a series of moral lectures
on the chief references of the Order, afterwards printed
them for the edification of the craft; and of Preston,
who illustrated the ceremonies, and extended the history
of the Order down to his own times. These writings
contributed in a great degree to awaken the sympathies
of the public, and to direct opinion into a pure and con-
sistent channel of enquiry.

The symbols of Masonry formed a striking feature in
the system, as it was practised in the eighteenth cen-
tury. I bave, however, no intention of entering on their
explanation here, because I have heretofore treated at
large on the subject.*® Swift and others attempted to
turn the custom of symbolization into ridicule. Speak-
ing of wisdom in his Tale of a Tub, he says, ¢ the Gru-
bsean sages have always chosen to convey their precepts
and their arts shut up within the vehicles of types and
symbols : which, having been perhaps more careful and
curious in adorning than was altogether necessary, it has
fared with these vehicles after the usual fate of coaches,
over-finely painted and gilt, that the transitory gazers
have so dazzled tbeir eyes, and filled their imaginations
with the outward lustres, as neither to regard or consider
the person or the parts of the owner within. A misfor-
tune we undergo with somewhat less reluctance because
it has been common to us with Pythagoras, Asop, Socra-
tes, and other of our predecessors. However, that neither
the world nor ourselves may any longer suffer by such
misunderstandings, I have been prevailed on, after much
importunity from my friends, to travel in a complete and
laborious dissertation upon the prime productions of our
society ; which, besides their beautiful externals for the
gratification of superficial readers, have darkly and deeply
couched under them the most finished and refined sys-
tems of all sciences and arts; as I do not doubt to lay
open by untwisting or unwinding, and either to draw
up by exalwation, or display by iucision.”

This was a sly inuendo agaiust the usages of Freema-
sonry in that day; for the illustration of architectural
symbols had been revised and extended in the early days
of the Grand Mastership of Sir C. Wren, and had, doubt-

¥ See the Signs and Symbols, and other of my works on Masonry,
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less, excited public attention when (his philippic was
written. In the subsequent part of his life he was more
personal and severe.® The excellence, however, of the
symbolical system used by our Brethren at the above
period, was dilated on by masonic writers with pride,
and appealed to as a triumphant illustration of its excel-
lence. This drew out a host of imitators amongst the
members of other societies; and even the great moralist,
Dr. Johnson, the literary leviathan of the eighteenth
century, did not disdain to profit by the example thus
afforded him ; and in one of his most popular papers he
has adopted the symbolical style of Freemasonry; and
on this model has given a series of hints for conversation,
typified in the ingredients of a bowl of punch.®

Of the equality amongst Masons mucﬁ might be said.
The old lectures taught that ¢ the Brethren are all equal
by their creation, but much more so by the strength of
their obligation.”™ The former part of this illustration
evidently refers to man as an animal, without reference
to his mind; because, in that respect, we are not equal
by our creation ; for while some are formed with the
brightest mental qualifications, others are rude and
sensual, and some idiotic and without an idea. But, this
diversity is in some measure rectified by the O B, because
the old constitutions, provided that none should be ini-
tiated who had any defect in body or mind, or who' were
incapable of learning the mysteries of the craft.® And

3 See Masonic Institutes, p. 9. % Idler, No. 34.

% The following illustration is sometimes delivered in the E. A. P.
lecture. “ A king, in the lodge, is reminded that, although a crown may
adorn the head, or a sceptre the hand, the blood in his veins is derived
from the common nt of mankind, and is no better than that of his
meanest subject. The statesman, the senator, and the artist, are there
taught that, equally with others, they are exposed by nature to infirmity
and disease, and that an unforeseen misfortune, or a disordered frame, may
impair their faculties, and reduce them to a level with the meanest of
their species. This consideration is a check to pride, and incites courtesy
of behaviour. Men of inferior talenis, who are not placed by fortune in
such exalted stations, are instructed to regard their superiors with respect,
when they behold them voluntarily divested of the external trappings of
worldly grandeur, and condescending, in the badge of innocence and bond
of friendship, to trace wisdom and to follow virtue, assisted by those who
are of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true nobility ; wisdom is the
channel by which virtue is dirccted and conveyed ; wisdom and virtue
alone mark distinction amongst Masons.”

* Jt is provided by the present laws of Masonry, that no person shall
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Masons are not eqnal in rank even in the lodge, because
some rule and govern while others submit and vbey.®
And, therefore, it was declared in the Gothic chaiges, in
use during the last century, that ¢ though all Brothers
and fellows are upon the level, yet Masonry divests no
man of the honour due to him before he was made a
Mason, or that shall become his due atterwards; nay,
rather, it adds to his respect, teaching us to give honour
to whom it is due, especially to a noble or eminent Bro-
ther, whom we should distinguish from all of his rank
and station, and serve him readily, according to our
ability.”

In what, then, does the equality of Masons consist? It
consists in the capacity of doing good to each other, and
to our fellow-creatures in general; of being equally zeal-

be received as a candidate for initiation, except be be “a free man and
his own master ; and sl the time of his initiation, be known to be in

utable circumstances. e should be a lover of theliberal arts and
sciences, and have made some progress in one or other of them.” (Const.
Of proposing members, s. 4.{( The following censure of the Grand Lod,
on this point ought to be known; for obvious reasons the name of the
offending lodge is omitted. * It being remarked in the Grand Lodge that
some of the brethren of the lodge No. —, were unable to write, inasmuch
as their marks only were mfﬁxeg'3 against their names, and amongst them
was the Junior Warden. As the above law declares such individuals
ineligible for initiation, the Grand Master gave notice that he shall feel it
" a duty he owes to the craft to bring under the cognizance of the Grand
Lodge, the conduct of any | which shall, in future, violate this
wholesome and necessury law ; & breach of which, as it is declared in the
preamble to the regulations for proposing members, shall subject the
offending lodge to erasure. Amr the Grand Master will require his
Provincial Grand Masters to warn the lodges under their respective
superintendence, of this His Royal Highness's determination; and to
report to him any instance which shall come to their knowledge of a
disregard of the law in this respect.” (Quarterly Com. 26th September,
1826.

"“A)nd this is the true principle on which human society hinges. Dr.
Johnson, speaking of a lady who promnuigated the doctrine of reducing
all classes to the same level, used to relate the foRowing anecdote. “ One
day, when I was at her house, I put on a very grave countenance, and said
to her, Madam, I am now become a convert to your way of thinking.
I am convinced that all mankind are upon an equnf footing ; and to give
you an unquestionable proof that I am in earnest, here is a very sensible,
civil, well-behaved fellow-citizen—your footman; I desire that he may
be allowed to sit down and dine with us. I thus, sir, showed her the
absurdity of the levelling doctrine. She has never liked me since. Sir,

our levellers wish to level down as far as themselves, but they cannot
r levelling up to themselves. They would all have some people under
them ; why not, then, have some people above them ?”
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ous in the promotion of brotherly love in the lodge, of
relief out of the lodge, and of truth always aud every-
where. Such an equality is as honourable to the Order
as it is beneficial to its members. When a whole society,
cxtended over the entire universe, are united in the great
design of promoting the benefit of their fellow-creatures,
each individual exerting himself with equal zeal, accord-
ing to his ability, they can scarcely fail of receiving the
unqualified approbation of mankind. This, then, is the
object of Freemasonry ; and this is the equality of which
they have just reason to be proud; because, while the
humble Brother makes no attempt to derogate from the
temporal rank of his associates, he is still capable of
rising to an equality with them in the practice of virtue.

I have been thus particular in frankly displaying the
customs and usages of Freemasonry, for the purpose of
showing the utter unreasonableness of those who have
considered the Order to be a legitimate object of syste-
matic persecution; and the following pages will show
that, in all ages, men, high in authority, have been found
who have affected to distrust its professions, as an apo-
logy for the denunciation of its members and the prohi-
bition of its practice. It is probable, however, that its
enemies have been actuated by envy, and the true reason
of their opposition has been a determination that no
secrets but their own should be tolerated. This has
been peculiarly the case in Spain, Portugal, and Italy;
and, in more modern times, in India, Malta, and—hinc
illee lachrymae!—our own dear sister island.

In Spain, the Pope, so early as 1737, fulminated a
furious decree against the Order; in which confiscation
and death were denounced against all Freemasons. A
few years later King Philip V. sentenced several Masons
to the galleys for life, and some he punished with tor-
ture -in the prisons of the Inquisition, and death by burn-
ing. In Portugal Freemasonry has also been scourged
by religious intolerance ; and the prisons of the Inquisi-
tion re-echoed with the groans of those worthy men who
were guilty of no crime but the practice of brotherly
love. Italy was unfavourable to the spread of the liberal
arts practised in connection with Freemasonry. In 1751
it was prohibited at Naples by Charles III. of Spain;
and members2 of the craft were subjected to every kind




20 INTRODUCTO.'Y ESSAY.

of persecution through the intolerance of a pontifical
church. The civil power was always at hand, ready to
give effect to the furminations of the priests, which was
an unfortunate coalition for the unhappy Mason who
was subjected to their autbority. Venice had a lodge of
Masons once, but it was abolished by the transportation
of its members.

The modern persecutions of Freemasoury, to which I
have ventured to devote a chapter in this volume, are
still less excusable ; because, in the first place, the gene-
ral spread of education and the enlightenment of the
mind in our own more happy times ought to have extin-
guished all jealousy and introduced a more liberal feel-
ing than could be found at the beginning and middle of
the last century ; added to which the science is better
known, and its true principles more universally dissemi-
nated. The day is past for any great object to be
accomplished by means of persecution ; and those who,
at this distinguished era, still persist in the face of a
long experience of the utter hopelessness of the task, in
their endeavours to extinguish Freemasonry by coercion,
will find themselves in the condition so well expressed
by Dr. Anderson, in the old Sword Bearer’s song :

*To all who Masonry despise,
This counsel I bestow ;
Don't ridicule, if you are wise,
A secret you don’t know.
Yourselves you banter, but not it ;
You show your spleem, but not your wit.”



CHAPTER 1I.

A DETECTION OF DR. PLOT'S ACCOUNT OF THE FREE-
MASONS.

“ A detractor is one of a more cunning and active envy, wherewith he
gnaws not fooligshly himself, but throws it abroad, and would have it

lister others. He is commonly some weak pated fellow, and worse
minded ; yet is strangely ambitious to match others, not by mounting
their worth, but bringing them down with his tongue to his own poor-
ness. He is, indeed, like the red dragon that pursued the woman ; for
when he cannot overreach another, he opens his mouth and throws a
flood after to drown him. You cannot anger him worse than to do
well ; and he hates you more bitterly for this, than if you had cheated
him of his patrimony.”—Bisaor EarLe.

Waar could induce the sagacious Doctor to step so
far out of his way, or to meddle with a matter so foreign
to the purpose of a natural historian, may, at this dis-
tance of time, be a little difficult to determine ;! but
most certain it is, his rude and insipid conjectures and

! It is highly probable that the learned Doctor had been led away by a
ublication, entitled *the Paradoxical Discourses of Fr. Mercur. von
elmont, concerning the Macrocosm and Microcosm of the ter and
lesser World, and their union,” which made its appearance while he was
writing his book ; and having found Freemasonry, as he says, very pre-
valent in Staffordshire, he took this publication for his guide, and repeat-
ing the arguments which he found there, he augmented their force by some
vague lucubrations of his own. The uninitiated world entertained an
opinion that the sublime productions of the ancient operative Masons
had been effected by the agency of the devil, as tradition pronounced the
temple of Solomon to be built by genii; and therefore they affected to
believe the tale which Euclid so well ridiculed in his letter to Dr. Ander-
son (A. p. 1738,) that “ the Freemasons, in their lodges, raised the devil
in a circle, and when they had done with him, laid him again with a noise
or a hush, as they pleased.” Dr. Plot, hearing these, and other wild and
improbable stories, and being very credulous, belicved them, and thought,
most probably, that he should be rendering a service to science by
denouncing the Order, and endcavoring to refute its claims to publio
vredence.
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misrepresentations of the Freemasons, to whose founda-
-tion and history he was an absolute stranger, are not
more false and groundless, than his conduct in that affair
was base, insidious, and unworthy of any writer, who
had the least regard for truth; and, besides, it wus
ungrateful, because the bread he eat was furnished him
by Mr. Ashmole, the greatest Mason of his day,? and who
could, had the good Doctor been in the leust inclined to
receive it, have given him ample satisfaction, which will
set this unbiassed history in a point of view, very little
to the credit of the supp{e, and, as it will be found, time-
serving Dr. Plot.® A small portion of gratitude for all
the good things he had received at the hands of his mas-
ter, should have prompted him to have cleared up, as far
as he was able, the history of Alban, Amphibalus, and
Prince Edwin, all enveloped with great obscurities in
the histories of Britain, though clear and evident enough
in the annals and traditions of Masoury ; it may be pre-
sumed, he would have gained much more reputation and
honour than he could ever hope to reap by these unjus-
tifiable censures ; either of which would have found him
sufficient employment, and prevented his attempts to
degrade a society, of whose story his own account marks
him confessedly ignorunt. As this society has been so
very ancient as to rise beyond the reach ofy records, there

% This celebrated philosopher, who founded the museum at Oxford, of
which Dr. Plot was at this time the keeper, was initiated at Warrington,
in Laocashire, 16th October, 1646. The writer of his life says, this was
“a favour esteemed so singular by the members, that kings themselves
have not disdained to enter themselves of this socicty. From these
derived the Adopted Masons, Accepted Masons, or Freemasons, who are
known to one another all over the world by certain signals and watch-
words known to them alone.” In Bro. Ashmole’s Diary are several notes
of the meetings of | where he was present.

3 The evidence of Dr. Plot is extremely valuable, because it proves
beyond dispute, that the lodges of Masons were numerous in Staffordshire,
and the ceremonies of initiation in full operation, during the seventeenth
century ; which completely refutes the confident assertion of De Quincey,
in the Loudon Maguazine, where he says, “1 affirm as a fact, established
upon historical research, that before the beginning of the seventeenth cen-
tury, no traces are to be met with of the Masonic order. And I challenge
any antiquarian to contradict me.” However dogmatical this challenge
may appear, it is utterly disproved and refuted by the above account of
the Freemasons by Dr. Plot ; and thus the tirade of this learncd antiquar
becomes subservient to prove the ttuth of that Order, which he took su
pains to destroy.
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peed not be much wonder made, that a mixture of fable
is found in its early history, about the time of their first
establishmeunt in this island ;* as the same defect is avow-
edly confessed by all historians concerning the ancient
foundations in our own and other nations. I subjoin the
passage entire :

“They have a custom in Staffordshire (says Dr. Plot)
of admitting men into the society of Freemasons, that in
the Morelands of this country seems to be of greater
request than anywhere else, though I find the custom
spread more or less all over the nation ; for here I found
persons of the most eminent quality, that did not disdain
to be of this fellowship ; nor, indeed, need they, were it
of that antiquity and hononr, that is pretended in a
large parchment volume they bave amougst them : con-
taining the history and rules of the cratt of Masonry,
which is there deduced not only fromr sacred writ, but
Erofane story; particularly that it was brought intg—

ngland by St. Amphibalus, and first communicated to
St. Alban, who set down the churges of Masounry, and
was made pay-master and governor of the king’s works,
and gave them charges and manners as St. Amphibalus
bad taught him: which were after confirmed by King
Athelstan, whose youngest son Edwyn loved well
Masonry, took upon him the charges, and learned the
manners, and obtained for them of his father a free char- .
ter. Whereupon he caused them to assemble at York,
and to bring all the old books of their craft, and out of
them ordained such charges and manners as they then
thought fit : which charges in the said scrole, or parch-
ment volume, are in part declared; and thus was the

*In Recs’s Encyclopedia we have the following account :—“ Some
" have traced the origin of Masonry to the year 674, when the public
buildings in the Gothic style were erected by men in companics, who
called themslves Free, because they were at liberty to work in any part
of the kingdom. Others have derived the institution of Freemasons from
a combination among the Masons, not to work without an advance of
wages, when they were summoned from several counties, by writs of
Edward III, directed to the sheriffs, to assist in rebuilding and enlarging
the castle, together with the church and chapel of St. George, at Wind-
sor. Accordingly, it is said that the Masons agreed on certain signs and
tokens, by which they might know onc another, and assist one another
against being impressed, and not to work unless free, and on their own

terms.”

}f

“
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craft of Masonry grounded and confirmed in England.
It is also there declared, that these charges and manners
" were after perused and approved by King Henry VI. and
his council, both as to Masters and fellows of this right
worshipful craft.’

*Jnto which society, when they are admitted, they
call a meeting (or lodge, as they term it in some places),
which must consist at least of five or six of the ancients

~—of the Order, whom the candidates present with gloves,®
and so likewise to their wives, and entertain with a
collation, according to the custom of the place: this
ended, they proceed to the admission of them, which
chiefly consists in the communication of certain secret
signs, whereby thei are known to one another all over
the nation, by which means they have maintenance
whither ever they travel ; for if any man appear, though
altogether unknown, that can show any of these signs to
a fellow of the society, whom they otherwise call an
Accepted Mason, he is obliged presently to come to him,
from what company or place soever he be in: nay,
though from the top of a steeple, what hazard or incon-
venience soever he run, to know his pleasure, and assist
him; viz., if he want work, he is bound to find him

8 Mr. Halliwell says, “ in the Gentleman's Magazine for 1753, therc is
a reprint of a pemp let, stated to have been publisﬁed at Frankfort in
the year 1748, in an octavo volume of twelve pages. It is entitled, ¢ Cer-
tayne Questions, with answeres to the same, concerning the Mystery of
Magonrye, wrﬁttene by the hande of Kynge Henrye the Sixthe of the
name, and faithfully copied by me, Joban Leylande, Antiquarius, by the
commaud of his Highnesse,’ (probably Heury VILI). Itis singular that
the circumstances attending its publication should have led no one to
suspect its authenticity. I was at the pains of making a long search in
the Bodleian Library, in the hopes of finding the original, but without
success. In fact, there can be little doubt, that this celebrated and well
known document is a forgery.” (Karly Hist. of Ireemasonry, p. 39.)
These observations refer, it is presumed, to the “ Scrole or parchmeut
volume,” above mentioned. ow, Dr. Plot published his History of
Staffordshire iu 1686, ten years before Mr. Locke's Letter was written,
in which he copiously explains the document, and sixty years before it
was printed at Fraokfort ; and, therefore, being in existence in the seven-
teenth century, it could not be a forgery of the eightcenth. I have re-
corded my opinion of the celebrated MS. in the Freemasons' Quarterly
Review for 1840, p. 10, and therefore must refer the reader to that
volume for further testimony, which it will be unnecessary to repeat in
this place.

6 This custom has been laid aside in our modern ludges, but is still useq
on the Coutineut of Europe.
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some; or if he cannot do that, to give him money, or
otherwise support him till work can be had, which is
one of their articles;” and it is another, that they advise
the masters they work for, according to the best of their
skill, acquainting them with the goodness or badness of
their materials ; and if they be any way out in the con-
trivance of the buildings, modestly to rectify them in it,
that Masonry be not dishonoured; and many such like
that are commonly known ; but some others they have
(to which they are sworn, after their fashion) that none
know but themselves, which I have reason to suspect
are much worse than these, perhaps as bad as this
history of the craft itself; than which there is nothing I
ever met with more false or incoherent.®

 For not to mention that St. Amphibalus, by judicious
persons, is thought rather to be the cloak than master
of St. Alban; or how unlikely it is that St. Alban him-
self in such & barbarous age, and in times of persecution,
should be supervisor of any works; it is plain that King
Athelstan was never married, or ever had so much as any
natural issue (unless we give way to the fabulous history
of Guy Earl of Warwick, whose eldest son, Reynburn, is
said, indeed, to have been married to Leoneat, the sup-
posed daughter of Athelstan, which will not serve the
turn neither), much less ever had he a lawful son Edwyn,
of whom I find not the least umbrage in history. He
had, indeed, a brother of that namne, of whom he was so
jealous, though very young when he came to the crown,
that he sent him to sea in a pinnuce, without tackle or
oar, only in company with a page, that his death might
be imputed to the waves, and not to him; whence the
young prince, not able to master his passions, cast him-
self headlong into the sea, and there died. Who how

"Here we have an excellent description of the usages and charges
practised by our brethren in the seventeenth century; from which we
inay learn that the Masonry of that period varied very little in the cere-
monial from the customs still fll;evulent amougst ourselves ; and this will
be a standing proof of the unchangeable nature of the Order.

$ How the erudite Doctor could make up his mind to pass this sweep-
ing censare on the fraternity, after having just given them credit for some
of the best feelings of humanity and religion, I am at a loss to conjecture.
He must have been under some more evil influence than appears on the
surface, or he could not have praised and condemned the Order in the
tame sentence.
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unlikely to learn their manners ; to get them a charter;
_or call them together at York, let the reader judge.

** Yet more improbable it is still, that Henry VI. and
his council, should ever peruse or approve their charges
and manners, and so confirm these right worshipful
Masters and fellows, as they are called in the scrole ; for
in the third year of his reign, when he could not be four
years old, I find an Act of Parliament quite abolishing
this society: it being therein ordained, that no congre-
gations and confederacies should be made by Masons, in
their general chapters and assemblies, whereby the good
course and effect of the statutes of labourers were vio-
lated and broken in subversion of law; and that those
who caused such chapters or congregations to be holden,
should be adjudged felons; and those Musons that came
to them should be punished by imprisonment, and make
fine and ransom, at the king’s will. So very much out
was the compiler of this history of the craft of Masoury,
and so little skill had he in our chronicles and laws.
Which statute, though repealed by a subsequent act in
the fifth of Elizabeth, whereby servants and labourers
are compelled to serve, and their wages limited ; and all
masters made punished for giving more wages than what
is taxed by the justices, and the servants if they tuke
it, &c.; yet this act too being but little observed, it is
still to be feared these chapters of Freemasons do as
much mischief as before, which, if one may estimate by
the penalty, was anciently so great, that perhaps it
might be useful to examine them now.” (Natural History
of Staffordshire, c. viii. pp. 316, 317, 318.)

St. Alban, the first person honoured with the Doctor’s
candid suggestions, is famous for being the first Christian
who suffered martyrdom in this island; and also for being
the first Master-general, Surveyor or Grand Master of
Masous, as is set forth in an ancient writing, called “the
Ghost of Masonry :” he was born at Verulam, of pagan
parents : in his youth he took a journey to Rome, in
company with Amphibalus, of the city of Caer-Leon,
supposed by many to be by birth a Roman; and there
served for seven years in the army of the Emperor Dio
clesian.® Leland tells us, that at the time St. Alban

° Dallaway, in his historical account of Master and Freemasons. cays—
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flourished, learning and the polite arts had been lately
introduced by the Romans into Britain, which was now
become a province of the empire ; and tha# the youth
of quality and distinction used to travel to Rome for im-
provement in knowledge and the sciences. DBeing re-
turned home, he lived highly honoured in the town of
Verulam, where, through the example and iustructions
of his fellow traveller Ainphibalus, he became a thorough
convert to the Christian religion; in the tenth and last
general persecution of the Christians, in the year 303,"
he was beheaded for the same, a favour intended him on
account of his noble birth, at Holmhurst, since called
Derswald, where now the town of St. Alban stunds ;! to
the lasting bonour of whose name and merits King Offa,
in after-times, founded a most magnificent monastery.'

“ The first notice that ocours of an associated body of artificers, Romans,
who had established themselves in Britain, is a votive inscription, in
which the College of Masons dedicate a temple to Neptune and Minerva,
and the safety of the family of Claudius Cwesar. It was discovered at
Chichester in 1725, in a fragmented state, and, having been pieced to-
gsther, is now preserved at Goodwood, near that city, the seat of the

uke of Richmond. Pliny, the author of the well known Kpistles, when
proconsnl of Asia Minor, in onc which he addressed to the Emperor
Trajan, inforias him of a most destructive fire at Nicomedia, and requests
him to establish a CoLLearux FaBroroxn for the rebuilding of the city.
The emperor refuses, and alleges as a reason—" scd meminerimus provin-
ciam istam et preecipue eas civitates, ab ejusmodi fuctionibus csse vexatas.’
T'he jealousy entertained by all arbitrary governments against confrater-
nities, whose consultations are held under the seal of impenetrable
secrecy, or the peualty annexed to the breach of it, was early displayed
by Trajan, who rejects the proposition, under the apprehension of
perpetual danger.”

19 This is the correct date, although Alford says (Annal. Eccl. A. D
286)— “ The old writer of St. Alban's life pitches upon a. n. 286 for
this persecution ; and a MS. copy of Bede, which he had et with, agrees
with that time.” But he urges further, that after the rebellion of
Carausgius, when Constantius was made Czsar, the provinces beyond the
Alps were committed to him, and that was a. p. 292; and if there were
no persecution under Constantius, it must have been before he was

Ceesgr.

n g’hile some workmen were repairing the abbey of St. Albans, in
the middle of the thirteenth century, they found the remains of some
sheets of lead, on which was the following 1nscription : “ In hoc mausoleo
inventum est venerabile corpus Sancti Albuui, proto martyris Anglorum.”

8 Offa, the son of Sigherc, was a comely person in his youth, and
celebrated for his mental acquirements. He reigned eight years; and
at length, out of a fondness for a religious life, he forsook his thrune,
and became a monk. After which his queen took the vows in the abbey
of Kineburg, and lived a secluded life.

2%
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The Emperor Carausius (under whom Alban bore great
sway, and was the steward of his household, and overseer
or surveyor %f his works) governed the empire of Britain
with an upright and unstained reputation;* and, above
all, was a very great encourager of learning and learned
men, and improved the country in civil arts; was a man
of real merit, and intended to have established an empire
in Britain ; for which end he had made a great collection
of workmen, and other artificers, from all parts. The
people enjoyed perfect peace and tranquillity under him
for several years, is manifest from all our historians.
His builders, and other artificers, were employed by him
in very large bodies, is evident from different writers; but
in particular from the oration of Eumenius, the panegy-
rist, setting forth what great numbers of Masons had then
left the island—¢ Even your city of Autun,” says he,
most devoted to your service, and in whose name I am
especially to congratulate you, hus been well stored with
artificers (architects and Masons) since your victory over
the Britons, whose provinces abounded with them ;** and

13 Some say that (Carausins was an Irishman of humble birth, and
advanced himself to royalty by his desperate valour and daring acts.
Being invested by Maximian with the unperial robe, he governed the
kingdom with an uncorrupt and unstained reputation, and was at length
treacherously slain by Alectus, who succeeded him in the government.
Stukeley makes Carausius a native of St. Davids ; but from the three ex-
pressions of Hutropius, Amelius Victor, and Eumenius—* Vilissime
natus,” “ Batavie alumous,” and “ Menapie civis,” it should appear that
the place of his birth is very doubtful.

" Quthrie’s Hist. Kng. v. 1, p. 58.

15 The following apocryphar account of the origin of Masonry in
Britain, is given by the author of “ Multa Paucis for the Lovers of
Secrets,” published about the year 1763.—* A. . 2974, Ebrank, king
of the Trojan race, is accounted the first British architect, and historians
ascribe to bim the building of the cities of York and Edinburgh. Bladud,
who flourished a. M. 3100, was educated at Athens, and became a great
mathematician and architect ; and upon his return brought with him four
great philosophers, whom he placed at Stamlord, making that town a
sort of university ; and built the city of Bath. In a. p. 42, Claudius
gent Aulus Plautius into Britain, and ordered Ostorius Scopula, with
other Roman architeets, to build many forts and castles. Afterwards
Vespasian sent Julius Agricola, who conquered as far as the isthmus
between the firths of Clyde and Forth, and fortified the same against
the Picts. Adrian fenced the Roman province in Britain with ram-
parts, extending from Tynemouth haven to Solway firth ; . p. 131 Lud,
the first Christian king of Britain, built many churches and religious
houses. In the following century Gordian sent many architects over,
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now, by their workmanship, the same city of Autun rises
in “splendour, by the rebuilding of their ancient houses,
erecting public works, and the instauration of temples;
so that the ancient name of a Roman brotherhood, which
they long since enjoyed, is aguin restored, by having your
imperial mz:iiesty for their second founder.” From hence
it 18 beyond all doubt, that the reduction of Britain occa-
sioned many excellent artificers to go over to the Conti-
nent, who had been euntertained by Carausius,’ and had
so greatly contributed to the beauty, convenience, and
magnificence of the island, that Constantius Chlorus
chose to wake it the seat of his empire.”

The story of Alban’s martyrdom is briefly related by
Gildas; but more circumstantially and at large by
venerable Bede, who says, that he being yet a pagan (or
not publicly known for a Christian) entertained the
before-mentioned Amphibalus in hiz house. The Roman
governor being informed that he harboured a Christiau,
sent a party of soldiers to apprebend hiin; but Alban
putting on the habit of his guest, presented himself to
the oflicers in his stead, and was carried before the magis-
trate, where he conducted himself with a noble and
gallant freedom, which immediateiy brought on him the
punishment already related. The garment of Amphi-
balus, which Alban upon this occasion put on, is called
by Bede, and in ancient writers, caracalla, which is ren-
dered by the Saxon interpreter of Bede, a monkish habit.
This caracalla was a kind of cloak with a cowl, most

who constituted themselves into lodges, and instructed the crafismen in
the true principles of Masonry; and a few ycars later Carausiue was
made emperor of the British isles, and being u great lover of art and
science, appointed Albanus Grand Master of Masons, who employed the .
fraternity in building the palace at Verulam, or St. Albans.”

5As a t number of medals of Carausius are still preserved, he
became a [avourite object of antiquarian curiosity, aud every circum-
stance of his life and actions has been investigated with great accuracy
and attention. Dr. Stukelcy has devoted a large volume to the subject.

17 This ;l)lrince is described as being valiant and wise, and a strict friend
to the Christians. He rejected the Polytheism of the heathen, and
uackndwledged one only God, the Creator and Governor of the world.
To try the temper of his nobles, he proclaimed a sacrifice to the gods, to
which they all cheerfully came, out of compliment to the sovereign ; but
their compliance was an unfortunate policy, for he dismissed them with
this rebuke—that he who is disloyal to his God, can never be faithful to
his prince.
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resembling the ephod or sacerdotal vestmeut of the
Jewish priests. Thomas Walsingham relates, that this
gurment wus preserved in a large chest in the church of
Ely, which was opened in the reign of Edward II., a. p.
1314. This historian says farther, that it was the same
that Alban received from his master Amphibalus, and the
same in which he suffered death. Thomas Rudburn,
who, after relating what Walsingham had doue before
him, and both of at least equal authority with Dr. Plot,
goes farther, and says, there was found with the garment
an ancient writing in these words :—¢ This is the caracalla
of St Amphibulus the monk, and preceptor of St. Alban ;
in which that proto-martyr of Kngland suffered death,
under the crue{’ persecution of Dioclesian against the
Christians.”®® ‘

It is confessed that the martyrdom of Am{:hibalus is
not mentioned by Gildas, Bede, or in any of the ancient
martyrologies ; but Matthew Paris, and many other
historians, vouch the matter of fact, and refer to a book
of great antiquity in the monastery of St. Alban. As to
the name Amphibalus, upon which Dr. Plot endeavours
to play, it must be owned that the learned Primate
Usher i8 of opinion, that it was not the real name of St.
Alban’s instructor, but more properly belonged to the
caracalla before-mentioned, as aupigailew signifies in the
Greek language the same as induere or accingere, sc.
vestem, a garment.’® Had Dr. Plot been as modest in
his judgment as the learned archbishop, he had not stept
so far over truth, to assert that many learned and ju(Fi—
cious were of opinion, that Amphibalus was rather the
cloak than master of St. Alban, when no author of any
name or credit had mentioned this surmise, save Arch-
bishop Usher, and he only as a probable suggestion, and
not what he had any true grounds to believe. It is

s Historians, speaking of the effects of this persecution in Britain, say
that Christian churches were everywhere demolished, the sacred books
of the Christians burned, and every possible means used to root out the
very name of Christianity. Amongst the martyrs on this occasion we
find Alban of Verulam, who was beheaded at Holmhurst ; Amphibalus,
his friend ; Julius aud Auron of Caerleon; and in Lichfield so many, that
the place became another Golgotha, and was named from the field of
dead bodies, which is still emblazoned on the city seal.

¥ Usserii Brit, Keeles. Antiq. p. 77.




ACCOUNT OF THE FREEMASONS. 381

remarkable that not only the Cathedrul church of Win-
chester,® in the days of* Constantine, but many other
churches were dedicated to St. Amphibalus, the master
of St. Alban; many authors, of the greatest credit and
authority, speak of him with reverence and honour, and
especially Johannes Caius,®* who informs us that he was
born at Caer-Leon, in which he is supported by several
authors ; and also that he was rector of the University of
Cambridge. It was never alleged among the Masons, or
in any of their histories of the craft, that Amphibalus,
though owned a worthy brother, was the instructor of
St. Alban in any other respect than in those moral and
divine subjects, which brought about the conversion of
the latter to the Christian faith; so that the discerning
doctor, in all probability, thought that Alban could not
want an instructor, except in the art of building ;® and
how likely that was, in those ignorant and barbarous
times, those times of gross darkness, as his love for truth
calls the day (very fitting expressions to salve his own
iguorance and vanity), when people were so much
eluded as to be couverted to the faith of Christ, by
thousands and tens of thousands; must be submitted to
the judgment of the unprejudiced reader, with this farther
remark, that Dr. Plot bappens, in his charitable opinion,
to stand alone, not having one historian, great or small,
credible or fabulous, to prop his flinsy conjectures with.
Having done with the history of St. Alban and Am-
ghibalus, the Doctor proceeds to the story of Prince
idwin, the brother of King Athelstan.® In this he deals
as ingenuously as in the former. The only blemish that
the historians find in the whole reign of Athelstan, is the
supposed murder,* or putting wrongfully to death his

% Tanuner’s Notitia Monast. folio, p. 152.

8t Hist. Cantab. L. i. pp. 24, 25.

# Alban bad learned the art of building in Rome, and needed no fur-
ther instruction ; for he had been rcceiveg into the Collegia Fabrorum,
and brought the art into this country, which was called Opus Romanum,
and consisted of the round or semicircular arch, commonly called Saxon.

3 Athelstun was an expert Master of Masous, and brought the science
of architectare to some perfection. He built the: walls and towers of
Exeter with squared stoves, which were little used betore his time.

% The title of this monarch is said to have been attested by the decision
of heaven. One of his nobles, accused of having disputet{ his right to
the crown, offered to prove his innoconce by a solemn oath in the presence
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brother, Prince Edwin, which is in itself so improbable,
and, all things cousidered, so slenderly attested, that it
does not deserve a place among good historians.

The excellent writer of the life of King Athelstan,®
has given so clear and so perfect a view of this event,
that the reader cannot receive greater satisfuction than
in that author’s own words.

The business of Edwiu’s death is a point the most
obscure in the story of this king; and, to say the truth,
not even one of our best historians hath written clearly,
or with due attention, coucerning it. The fact, as com-
monly received, is this :—the king suspecting his younger
brother Edwin of designing to deprive him of his crown,
caused him, notwithstanding his protestations of inno-
cency, to be put on board a leaky ship, with his armour-
bearer and page. The young prince, unable to bear the
severity of the weather, anﬁ want of food, desperately
drowned himself; some time after, the king’s cup-bearer,
who had been the chief cause of this act of cruelty,
happened, as he was serving the king at table, to trip
with one foot, but recovering himself with the other,
“gee,” said he pleasantly, “how brothers afford each
other help ;” which striking the king with the remem-
brance of what himself had done, in taking off Edwin,
who might have helped him in his wars, he caused that
business to be more thoroughly examined, and finding.
his brother had been falsely accused, caused his cup-
bearer to be put to a cruel death, endured himself seven
years’ sharp penance, and built the two monasteries of
Middleton and Michelness, to atone for this base and
bloody fact.® Dr. Howell, speaking of this story, treats
it as if very indifferently founded, and, on that account,
unworthy of credit.# Abbot Brompton tells the story
at large,® and after him most of the later writers, as
usual, that is, with an addition of various circumstances;

of the pope ; a test which, in those times, wus deemed of such sapreme
eflicacy, that falschood was always punished by a judicial -dispensation
from above. Athelstan accepted the appeal. 'The oath was administered,
and the perjured thane was seized with sudden convulsions, which put un
end to his life.

% Biog. Brit. vol. i. p. 63.

% Speed’s Chronicle, book vii. chap. 38.

# (Gen. Hist. p. 4. c. 2, sec. 10. % Chron. p. 838,
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so that it cannot be said this story is without foundation.
Buchanan hath improved it very happily; thus it runs
in his writings :—¢ They, that is, the English writers,
make this Athelstan guilty of parricide, in killing his
father and his two brothers, Edred and Edwin, whose
right it was to succeed their father in his kingdom.
Fame increases the suspicion, that Edward was violeutly
put to death, because it attributes to him the title of
martyr.”® Buchanan cites no authority whatsoever for
this, because, indeed, there could be no authority cited.
Whatever he did by Edwin, most certainly Athelstan
did not murder Edred, since he not only survived, but
succeeded him in the kingdom. As for the murder of his
father, that is the pure effect of Buchanan’s ignorance ;
he mistook Edward the Elder, who was really the father
of Athelstan, for Edward the Martyr, who begau his
reigu in 975, that is, five-and-thirty years after Athelstan
was in his grave. Such is the accuracy, such the inte-
grity, of this writer. In like manner Rapin gives us this
story, without the least mark of doubt or hesitation ;*
and yet, we gresume, there are some strong reasons
against the credit of this whole story, and still stronger
against that part of it which alleges Edwin to have
been unjustly put to death. Simeon of Durbam and
the Saxon Chronicle say no more thun that Edwin was
drowned by his brother’s command, in the year 933.%
Brompton places it in the first, or at furthest in the
secoug year of his reign; and he tells us the story of
the rotten ship, and of his punishing the cup-bearer.®
William of Malmsbury, who is very circumstantial, says
he only tells us what he heard;® but Matthew, the
flower-gatherer,* stamps the whole down as an indubit-
able truth. Yet these discordant dates are not to be
accounted for. If he was drowned in the second, he
could not be alive in the tenth year of the king; the
first is the more probable date, because about that time
there certainly was a conspiracy against King Athelstan,
in order to dethrone him, and put out his eyes; yet he

® Hist. Seot. lib. vi. R. 75.

® Histoire d’ Angleterre, tom. i. p. 336.

3 S8imeon Dunelm, p. 154 ; Chron. Saxon, p. 111.

® Chronicon. p. 825’. 3 De Gest. R. A. lib. ii.
 Matth. Florileg.
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did not put the author of it to death.® It is likely, then,

that he should order his brother to be thrown into the

sea upon bare suspicion ? But the reader must remember,
that we cite the same historians, who have told us this
story, to prove that Athelstan was unanimously acknow-
ledged king,® his brethren being too youug to govern ;
one would think, then, they could not be old enough to
conspire. If we take the second date, the whole story is
destroyed ; the king could not do.seven years’ penance,
for he did not live so long; and as for the tale of the
cup-bearer, and his stumbling at the king’s table, the
same story is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered the
brother of Edward the Confessor. Lastly, nothing is
clearer from history, than that Athelstan was remarkably
kind to his brethren and sisters, for whose sakes he lived
single; and, therefore, one would think his brother had
less temptation to conspire against him.%
How Rkely is Dr. Plot’s whole story of the Pinnace
and the Page, compared with the foregoing? For the
robability of Edwin’s calling the Masons together at
ork,® or getting them a charter, it need but be remem-

® Malma. 1. ii. c. 6; Spel. Conc. p. 407.

% Athelstan is styled by Alured of Beverley—“ Primus Monarcha
Anglorum.” And he is right. Egbert laid claim to this honourable
title, but without just grounds; for he did not incorporate with his own
kingdom those of Northumbria and East Anglia; and it is even doubtful
whether he had the undisputed supremacy of Mercia. And Alfred, highly
as his virtues and talents exalted him in the estimation of mankind, was
not the monarch of all England, although in his ﬂuctuatli:(f reign the

lory of the Anglo Saxon dynasty b to shine with unveiled effulgence ;
gecanse he only silenced, but did not destroy the Danish power in England.
Tt was reserved for Athelstan to unite the whole kingdom under one head,
by the annihilation of the Danish sovereig:ty, thus became fairly
entitled to the distinction of its first monarch.

3 He was succeeded by two of his brothers: first by Edmund, who was
murdered by Leolf, and then by Edred. Athelstan passed a law for the
encouragement of commerce, which displays in a striking manner the
superiority of his idens. He decreed that a merchant who had made
three long and successtul voyages to sea on his own account, should be
admitted to the rank of a thane or gentleman.

* The following account, taken from a MS. in the possession of Elias
Ashmole, gives a lucid explanation of the revival of Masonry at this
period. Jt states, « that, though the ancient records of the brotherhood
n England were, many of them, destroyed, or lost in the wars of the
Saxons and Dancs, yet King Athelstan, the grandson of Alfred the Great,
almighty architect, the first anointed King of lingland, and who trans-
lated the Holy Bible into the Suxon tongue, when he bad brought the
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bered that Athelstan kept his court for some time in
that city ; received there several embassies from foreign
princes, and presents of various kinds, both rich and
costly, from different parts of the world ; and, in short,
was ?:)ved, honoured, and admired, by all the princes in
Europe, who sought his friendship, and courted his alli-
ance. To all his brothers and sisters he was remarkably
Kkind, indeed a father to them ; and, from that his fatherly
care, Prince Edwin has been by many ancient Masons
called the son of Athelstan; a thing not uncommon in
many instances for ages since that.® Moreover, the
activity and princely conduct of Edwin rendered him

land into rest and peace, built many great works, and encou many
Masons from France, who were appointed overseers thereof, and brought
with them the charges and regulations of the lodges, preserved since the
Roman times; who also prevailed with the king to improve the constitu-
tion of the English lodges according to the foreign model, and to increase
the wages of working masons. That the said king's brother, Prince
Edwin, being taught Masoury, and taking upon him the charges of a
Master Mason, for the love he bad to the said craft, and the honourable
principles whereon it is founded, purchased a free charter of his father
for the Masons to have a correction amongst themselves, as it was
anciently expressed, or a freedom and power to regulate themselves, to
amend what might happen amiss within the craft, and to hold a yearly
communication and general assembly. That, accordingly, Prince Edwin
summoned all the Masons in the realm to meet him in a con, tion at
York, in June, A.p. 926, who came and composed a geoeral or Grand
Lodge, of which he was Grand Master. Aund, having brought with them
all the old writings and records of the craft extant, some in Greek, some
in Latin, some in French and other lan from the contents thereof
that assembly framed the constitutions aud charges of an English lodge ;
made a law to preserve and observe the same in all time coming, and
ordained §ood pay for the working masons.”

% Dr. Plot's patron, Ashmole, gives the following account of Masonry
in these carly times :—“ St. Alban, the proto-martyr, established Masonry
here ; and from his time it flourished more or less, according as the world
went, down to the days of King Athelstan, who, for the sake of his
brother Edwin, granted the Masons a charter. Under our Norman

rinces they frequently received extraordivary marks of royal favour.

here is no doubt to be made that the skill of Masons, which was always
transcendantly great, even in the most barbarous times, their wondertul
kindness and attachment to cach other, how different soever in condition ;
and their inviolable fidclity in keeping religiously their secret, must expose
them, in ignorant, troublesome, aud superstitious times, to a vast variety
of adventares. according to the different fate of parties, and other altera-
tions in government. By the way, it may be noted that the Masons were
always loyal, which exposed them to great severities when power wore
the trappings of justice ; and those who committed treason punished true
men a8 traitors.”
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the fittest person to be Grand Master of the Masons,
who at that time were employed in very great numbers
in repairing and building churches and other edifices, not
only in the city of York, but at Beverly,” and other
Flaces, which had but lately been overthrown and level-
ed with the ground, by the Danes and other invaders,
till Athelstan became Master of all, who supported and
propagated the royal art in perfect peace amf security.@

o follow the doctor in his good will for the ancient
fraternity, the reader must know, that in the infancy of
King Heonry VI., an act of parliament was passed to pre-
vent the assemblies of Masons.? The reasons for this

© The charler of Athelstan to the church at Beverly, ran as follows : —
Yat wiien al yrt over been
Yat yis charter heren and soen
Yat I the king Athelstan
Has yaten mg given to St. John
Of Beverlike ont sai I you
Tol and Theam yat wit ye now
Sok and sake over al yat land
Yat is given into his hand
On ever ilke king’s dai
Be it all free yan and ay, &c.

9 The ancient Masonic MS. of the tenth century, which has been
g‘nblished by Mr. Halliwell, thus notices Athelstan’s connection with

reemasonry :—

Thys eraft com ynto England as y you sa;
Ynytsymu of goodynkyn gAdelstmzaoi day ;y’
He made tho bothe hnﬁﬁa and eke bowre,
And hye templus of great honowre,
To sportyn hym yn bothe day and nyght,
An to worschepe hys God with alle hys myght.
Thys goonde lorde loved thys ful wel
Aud proposud to strenthyn hyt every del ;
For dyvers defawtys that yn the craft he fonde,
He sende aboute ynto the londe
After alle the masonecs of the crafte,
To come to hym ful cvene stragfte.

This was the origin of the Grand Lodge in England.

4 T subjoin a copy of this act, which was passed in the third year of
his reign, and the fourth of his age :—“ Masons shall not confederate in
chapters or congregations. Whereas by the yearly co tions and
confederacies made by the Masons in_ their general assemblies, the good
course and effect of the statutes of labourers be openly violated and
broken, in subversion of the law, and to the great damage of all the
commons. Our sovereign lord the king, willing in this case to provide a
remedy by the advice and consent aforesaid, and at the s%icial request of
the commons, hath ordained and established that such chapters and con-

tions shall not be hereafter holden ; and, if any such }l))e made, they
that cause such chapters and congregations to be holden, and thereof
convicted, it shall be adjudged felony; and that the other Masons who
come to such chapters and congregations, be punished by prisonment of
their hodies, an:l make fine and ransom at the king’s will.”
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severe treatment are very obvious. In the absence of
the Duke of Bedford, Regent of France, all the regal
Eowm' was vested in Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, his

rother, protector of the kingdom, and in Henry Beau-
fort, Bishop of Winchester, his uncle, guardian to the
Kiug ; who, being invested with power, began to show
his pride and haughtiness betimes, and to support him
therein, he wauted not for followers and agents enough.
In the parliament held at Westminster, the 17th of
November, 1423, to answer a particular end, it was
ordained and enacted, that if any person, committed for
grand or petty treason, should wilfully break prison and
escape from the same, it should be deemed petty-treason,
and his goods forfeited.®

On the last of April, 1425, the parliament met at
Westminster, the servants and followers of the peers and
members of parliament coming thither armed with clubs
and staves, which occasioned 1t to be nick-named ¢ the
bat parliament.” Among other laws, an act passed to
abolish the society of Masons,* or at least to prevent the
holding their yearly congregations, or indeed any of their
assemblies.”” As it must be owned that their meetings

4 About this time one William King, of Womulton, in Yorkshire, ser-
vant to Sir Robert Scott, Lieutenant of the Tower, pretended that he was
offered by Sir John Mortimer, then a prisoner in the Tower, and cousin
to the lately deccased Edward Mortimer, Earl of March, the nearest in
blood to the English crown, ten pounds to buy him clothes, forty pounds
& year, and to be made an earl ; that Mortimer would raise forty thou-
sand men, and would strike oft the heads of the rich Bishop of Winchester,
Gloucester, and others; all which the fellow undertook to prove by his
own bodily oath. Soon after this, they let Mortimer walk to the Tower-
wharf, and then ran after and scized him for breaking prison; whereapon
he wus deemed convict, was drawn to 1'yburn, there hanged, and after-
wards beheaded. From whose death there arose no small slander, mur-

-murings, and discontent amongst the people, which threatened those in

ower with fatal consequences, as they were observed to spread, not only
1 public, but in private meetings and secret assemblies. The animosity
between the uncle and nephew became every day more formidable thun
other.

+ Statutes of the realm, vol. ii. p. 227. Rym. Feed. vol. v. p. 670.

# Dr. Anderson, in the first edition of the Book of Constitutions,
makes the following observations on this act :—* This act was made in
‘gnorant times, when true learning was a crime, and geometry condemned
for conjuration ; but it cannot derogate from the honour of the ancient
fraternity, who, to be sure, would never encourage any such confederacy
of their working Brethren. By tradition it is believed that the parliament
were then too much influenced by the illiterate clergy, who were not Ac-
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were very secret, none can wonder that those secret
assemblies gave intolerable displeasure to the arrogant
ambitious priest, who no doubt thought himself ill-used
by any person daring to do what he was not to know.®
However, none of them were seized in their lodges, or
any attempt made to do it, the cunning prelate’s atten-
tion being diverted another way ;7 for on the morrow of
Simon and Jude’s day, when the Mayor of London had
been to Westminster to take his charge, when at diuner,
he was sent for in all haste by the Duke of Gloucester ;
and when come into his presence, he gave him com-
mandment to see the city securely watched the night
following. At nine of the clock the next morning, the
Bishop of Winchester, then called the English Pope,
with his servants and followers, would have entered the
city by the bridge, but were kept back by force ; where-
upon the haughty and imperious bishop, being enraged,
gathered a great number of archers, and other men at
arms, and assaulted the gate with shot, and other means
of war; so that the citizens directly shut their shops,

cepted Masons, nor understood architecture, as the clergy of some former
ages, and were generally thought unworthy of this brotherhood. Think-
ing they had an indefeasible right to know all secrets, by virtue of auricu-
lar confession, and the Masons never confessing anything thereof, the said
clergy were highly offended ; and, at first, suspecting them of wickedness,
regresented them as dangerous to the state during the minority, and soon
influenced the parliament to lay hold of such supposed arguments of the
Working Masons, for making an act that might scem to reflect dishonour
upon even the whole fraternity, in whose favour several acts had been
before and after that period made.”

4 They held these secret meetings in the crypts of the cathedrals, which
were principally intended for this very purpose, as a transcript of the sa-
cred valley ; although modern writers have attributed to them a very differ-
ent use. They tell us, but without any authority, that they were used
for the celebration of masscs for the dead ; and are always excavated im-
mediately under the choir, as the most holy part of the eé/iﬁoe. The fact

~ is, they were coustructed for the secret assemblies of the Freemasons, who
were the architects and designers of those noble edifices.

¢ Dallaway thinks that the penalties were evaded by the proviso which
the Master Masons insisted upon making in all t contracts, that the
conditions annexed to undue performance should be distinctly specified.
“That these two compulsory acts haviug lain totally dormant, is a mere
assumption. The fixed wages, however, were considerably higher than
those of any other mechanics; and if we estimate them by the relative
value of money to what it now bears, sufficicutly liberal. Even as late
as Charles the Second’s time, the magistrates sct an assize for them as
for other artisans.” (History of Master and Freemasons, p. 427.)
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and went to the bridge in great numbers, so that great
bloodshed would have followed, had not the wisdom of
the mayor and aldermen stayed them in time. The
Archbishop of Canterbury, with Peter, Duke of Co-
nimbria, eldest son of the King of Portugal, and
others, took great pains to bring the uncle and nephew
to agreement ; they rode eight, some say ten, times
between them, before they could in anywise succeed, or
bring them to any conformity ; and at last they agreed
to stand to the award of the *Duke of Bedford, where-
upon the city was in more quiet at present.® The
bishop lost no time in making a-bad cause look as glossy
as possible, and wrote the Duke of Bedford the follow-
ing letter :— ‘

“ Right high and mighty }rrince, and my right noble
and after one, leiuest lord. I recommend me unto your
grace with all my heart. And as you desire the welfare
of the king our sovereign lord, and of his realms of Eng-
land and France, your own weal with all yours, haste
you hither: for by my troth, if you tarry long, we shall
put this land in jeapourdy with a field ; such a brother
ye have here, God make him a good man. For your
wisdom well knoweth that the profit of France standeth
in the welfare of England, &c. The blessed Trinit
keep you. Written in great haste at London, on Allhal-
lowen Even, the 31st of October, 1425,

¢ By your servant to my live’s end,
“ HENRY WINCHESTER.”

This tremendous letter made the Duke of Bedford
hasten the affairs of France ; and he returned to London
the 10th of January, 1425-6 ; on the 21st of February,
he held a great council at St. Albans, adjourned it to
Northampton the 156th of March, and on the 25th of
June to Leicester. Bats and staves were again in use,
but those being prohibited, the followers of the members
of parliament came with stones slung and plummets of
lead.® Here the long wished for peace between the

“ Wolfe's Chron.

+ Dallaway entcrlains some doubts about the above act against the
Masons, which are thus stated :—* When it is said that the act of Henry
V1. was passed at the instigation of Cardinal Beaufort, and that the
Bishops Wykeham, Waynflete, and Chicheley, were Grand Masters, I
must be allowed to prefer evidence to conjecture, but none has been ad-
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Duke of Gloucester and the Bishop of Winchester, to
appearance was accomplished. Gloucester exhibited six
articles against the bishop, one of which was this: « VI.
That the Bishop of Winchester bad, in his letter to the
Duke of Bedford, plainly declared his malicious purpose
of assembling the people, and stirring up a rebellion
in the nation, contrary to the king's peace.”® The
bishop’s answer to this accusation was, ¢ That he never
had any intention to disturb the peace of the nation, or
raise any rebellion ; but stnt to the Duke of Bedford to
come over in haste, to settle all things that were preju-
dicial to the peace; and though he had indeed written
in the letter, ¢ That if he tarried, we should put the land
in adventure by a field, such a brother ye have here,’ he
did not mean it of any design of his own, but concerning
the seditious assemblies of masons, carpenters, tylers,
and plaisterers,” who, being distasted by the last act of
parliament against excessive wages of those trades, had
given out many seditious speeches and menaces against
the great men, which tended much to rebellion ; and yet

duced. It admits of a doubt whether it were then considered as author-
ized by ecclesiastical constitutions, that its most eminent members could
have presided as Grand Masters, and have been associated with the mys-
terious brotherhood ; or that they could have been so without the pre-
scribed initiation. If authentic documents were ever in the archives of
the fraternity, a modern enquirer would seek for them in vain. But if
the mysteries of the Brotherhood are considerad to be sacred, why is their
true l{istory concealed ?” (Dallaway, ut supra., p. 428.) I answer, the
history has never been concealed ; and as to the former objection, we have
a right to conclude from analogy, that not only was their admission law-
ful, but that they had been regularly initiated.

© Tt is o singular fact, that during the commotions between the houses
of York and Launcaster, and their adherents, so prejudicial to the progress
of the arts of civilization, architccture iz England flourished in a great
degree. The superior ecclesiastics were confined to their cloisters, as few of
them had taken an active part in the dispute; and some of the fairest
stractures which remain, arose in consequence of wealth accumulated by
instignting the noble and affluent to contribute to the general emulation
of splendid churches, built under their own inspection.

8 The following is a proof of the estimation and rank which a Master
Mason held in society in the fifteenth century. The Abbot of St. Edmunds-
bury, in the year 1439, contracted with John Wood, a Master Mason,
for the regairs and restoration of the great bell tower, “in all manere of
thynges that longe to Fr-emasounry ; and to have borde for hiniselfe as a

entiiman, and his servant as a yeoman, and thereto two robys, one for
imselfe after a gentilmanys livery. Wages of masons, 3s. & man weekly
iu winter, and 3s. 4d. in summer.” (Archeol. vol. xxiii. p. 331.)
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the Duke of Gloucester did not use his endeavour, as he
ought to have done in his place, to suppress such unlaw-
ful assemblies,” so that he feared the king and his good
subjects must have made a field to withstand them; to
prevent which, he chiefly desired the Duke of Bedford to
come over.” The falsehood of this charge of the
bishop’s against the Masons is so self-evident, that it
would be injuring the candid reader to suggest it in the
least doubtful, except any can imagine that the lord
inayor, alderinen, and commons of London, were the
Masous that he had decreed for destruction. As he had
begun, so he never abated of his malice against the
Duke of Gloucester till he had accomplished his ruin;
but being too sensible his actions were not to be justi-
fied by the laws of the land, he prevailed with the king,
through the intercession of the parliament, whom his
riches had made his tools, to grant him letters of pardon
for all offences by him committed, contrary to the sta-
tute of provisors, and other acts of preemunire.® Five
years after this, he procured another pardon, under the
great seal, for all sorts of crimes whatever, from the
creation of the world to the 26th of July, 1437.
Notwithstanding all the cardinal’s precautions, the
Duke of Gloucester, in 1442, drew up articles of im-

8 The Masons, however, continued to hold their meetings unmolested,
and a record of the period says :—“ The company of Masons, being other-
wise termed Freemasons, of ancient standing, and good reckoning, by
means of affable and kind meetings, diverse times, and as a loving Brother-
hood use to do, did frequent this mutual assembly in the time of King
Henry the Sixth, in the twelfth year of his most gracious reign; when
Henry was thirteen years of age, A. D. 1434.” And the said record de-
scribing a coat of arms, much the same with that of the London Company
of Freemasons, it is generally believed that the said company is descended
of the ancient fraternity : and that in former times no man was made free
of that company until he was installed in some lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons, as & necessary qualification. So that before the troubles of this
unfortunate king, the Masons were everywhere in great esteem, and
much employed ; for the above record says further :—* That the charges
and corrections of the Freemasons have been seen and perused by our
late sovercign King Henry the Sixth, and by the lords o?ehis most hon-
ourable couacil, who have allowed them, and declared that they be right,
good, and reasonable to be holden, as they have been drawn out and
collected from the records of ancient times,” &ec.

® Horace said that in his time

Jura inventa metu injusti fateare necesse est,
Tempora si fastosque velis evolvere mundi.
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peachment against him, and presented themn with his
own hands to the king, desiring that judgment might
pass upon him according to his crimes. The king refer-
red the matter to his council ; but they being most eccle-
siastical persons, favoured the cardinal ; so that, grown
weary with their delays and underhand dealings, he
dropped the prosecution, and the cardinal escaped.

The wickedness of his life, and his mean, base, and
unmanly behaviour in the article of death, will ever be
a bar against any vindication of him for the good he did,
or the money he left behind him. When dying, he utter-
ed these mean expressigns: “ Why should 1 die, that have
8o much wealth? If the whole kingdom would save my
life, I am able by my policy to get it, or by my money
to buy it. Will not death be bribed, nor money do any-
thing!” The inimitable Shakspeare, after giving a most
horrible picture of despair and a tortured conscience, in
the person of the cardinal, introduces King Henry to
him with these sharp and killing words :—

Lord Cardinal, if thou think’st on heaven's bliss,
Lift up thy hand, make signal of that hope.
(He dies and makes no sign.) (Hen. VI, Act IIL.)

Sovereign authority being vested in the Duke of
Gloucester, as Protector of the Realm, the execution of
the laws, and all that related to the civil magistrate
centred in him. Had it not been so, the Masons had
certainly been most severely punished, as a load of infa-
my,* and holding unlawful assemblies, had been charged
upon them, and a law made against them by the Bishop
of Winchester and his creatures ; which, however, they
never could get executed, as the protector well knew

5 The Masons of this period were men of very superior talent ; as
witness, amongst many other superb edifices, the construction of King's
College Chapel at Cambridge, of which Sir Christopher Wren is reported
to have said that it was beyond his comprehension; but that if any per
son would describe to him where the first stone should be placed, he
would then be enabled to effect it. The merit of being the designer of
this superb edifice seems to be assignable to Nicholas Klaus, Bishop of
Lichfieﬁ, who had been cntrusted with the chief management of the
works. Hearne, however, tells us that he was assisted by his father, who
was a Flemish architect. The three Master Masons who constructed it
were, John Woolrich, John Wastell, and Henry Semerk. The latter is
styled “ oon of the Wardens of the kynge's works at the (ollege Royal
at Cambridge.” (Britton. Arch. Autiq., vol. i, p. 12.)
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them not to be blameable, nor in any respect aggressors,
except in holding their assemblies in the same secret
manuer they had done in all ages, without meddling
with any affairs of civil policy. As the Masons were
under the lash of an act of parliament,® then recent in
the mind of every one, the bishop very kindly transfer-
red the charge of rebellion, sedition, and treason, upon
them, though it is most apparent that himself and his
followers were the first to disturb, as well as to break
the public peace, and kindle the flames of civil discord,
and whom no reasonable concessions could satisfy; his
ambition being to surmount all others, both in honour
and dignity, howsoever unworthily accomplished.

The renowned Protector Humphry, Duke of Glouces-
ter, our most worthy and princely Brother, made King
Henry a Mason in the year 1441,% or, as some think,
1442; and many lords of the court followed his exam-
ple;” for at that time he was greatly beloved of the

% The severe edict passed agsinst the society at this time, and the dis-
couragement given to the Masons by the Bishop of Winchester and his

rty, induced Henry VI, in his riper years, to make a strict scrutiny
into the nature of the masonic institution ; which was attended with the
happy circumstance of gaining his favour and his patronage. Had not
the civil commotions in the kingdom during his reign attracted the notice
of government, this act would probably have been repealed through the
intercession of the Duke of Gloucester, whose attachment to the fraternity
was conspicuous.

& The following letter, from the celebrated and learned John Locke to
the Earl of Pembroke, will throw some light upon this subject :—

May 6, 1696.

“ My Lord—I have at length, by the help of Mr. Collins, procured a
copy of that MS. in the Bodleian Library which you were so curious to
see ; aud in obedience to your lordship’s commands, I herewith send it to
you. Most of the notes annexed to it, are what I made yesterday for the
reading of my Lady Masham, who is become so fond of Masonry, as to
say that she now more than ever wishes herself a man, that she might be
capable of admission into the fraternity. The MS. of which this a copy,
ap to be about one hundred and sixty years old ; yet (as your lord
ship will observe by the title) it is itself a copy of one yet more ancient
by about one h ears ; for the original is said to have been the
hand-writing of King Iﬂenry VI. Where that prince had it is at present
an uncertainty ; but it seems to me to be an examination (taken perhaps
before the king) of some one of the Brotherhood of Masons, among whom
he entered himself, as it it said, when he came out of his minority, and
thenceforth put a stop to a persecution that had been raised against
them.”

® It was ordained during this reign, as appears by an ancient masonic
MS., that kings and other male sovereigns are Grand Masters during life.

3
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king, which increased the Cardinal of Winchester’s in-
veteracy so much, that it was resolved to take away his
life. He accordingly felt the first fatal blow of the de-
stroying angel, sent to punish England and extirpate her
nobility.

The duke had always been a brave opposer of all
things detrimental to the public good ; and, indeed, the
only man who, by his prudence, as well as the authority
of his birth and place, had hindered an absolute sove-
reign power from being vested in the King’s person ;
which instance alone enabled Winchester to gain over
many who, on that account only, were wrought upon to
concur in his ruin; though thereby they threw open the
flood-gates that overwhelmed them all in a deluge of
blood. His duchess had been convicted of sorcery and
witcheraft, and afterwards charged with treason. She
was put to public peuance in London for three days,
with extraordinary shame to her person, and then impri-
soned for life.® The protector, being provoked with
such repeated insults offered to his wife, made a noble
and stout resistance to their most abominable and shame-
less proceedings, which directly brought on his own de-
struction ; for on the second day of the sessions of par-

and appoint a deputy, or approve of his election, to preside over the fra-
ternity, with the title and honours of Grand Master ; but if the sovereign
is a female, or not a Brother; or a minor under a regent who is not a
Brother ; or if the male sovereign, or the regent, though a Brother, is neg-
ligent of the craft, then the old grand officers may assemble the Grand
Lodge in due form to elect a Grand Master, but not duriog life, only he
may be annually rechosen while he and they think fit.

® This was a most shameful transaction. It was pretended, says Hume,
that there was found in her possession a waxen figure of the king, which
she and her associates, Sir Roger Bolingbroke, a priest, and one Margery
Jordan, of Eye, melted in a magical manner belgre a slow fire, with an
intention of making Henry's force and vigour waste away by like insensi-
ble degrees. The accusation was well calculated to affect the weak and
credulous mind of the king, and to gain belicf in a ignorant age; and the
duchess was brought to trial with her confederates. The nature of this
crime, so opposite to all common sense, seems always to exempt the
accusers from observing the rules of common sense in their evidence.
The prisoners were pronounced guilty ; the duchess was condemned to do
public penance, and to suffer perpetual imprisonment, but the others were
executed. But as these violent proceedings were ascribed solely to the
malice of the duke’s enemies, the people, contrary to their usual practice
in such marvellous trials, acquitted the unhappy sufferers, and increased
their estecm and affection towards a prince wEo was thus expoeed, with-
out protection, to those mortal injuries.
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liament, held at St. Edmundsbury, 1447, he was arrested
for high treason, and the next day busely and shamefully
murdered. Five of his servants being condemned to be
hanged, drawn and quartered, the Marquis of Suffolk,
through a mean and pitiful affectation of popularity,
brought them pardons, and saved their lives, after they
had been hanged, cut down alive, stripped naked, and
marked with a knife to be quartered. By a pardon
granted to one of his servants, may be seen the pretence
made use of for committing the murder; that he was
one of the many traitors who came with the Duke of’
Gloucester to destroy the king and parliament, and set
his wife Eleanor at liberty.®

So fell this great prince, doubly murdered in his per-
son and reputation. His death was universally lamented
by the whole kingdom, from whom he had long obtained,
and well deserved, the surname of * Good;”’ for he was
a lover of his country, a friend to good men, the saviour
of the Masons, a protector of the learned, himself one,
and so great au encourager of them, that he built the
Divinity Schools at Oxford, and a public library there—
works worthy of everlasting memorial.® His opinions

® The true reason why the Masons were objects of jealousy to the party
then in power was, because their superior talents caused them to be sus-
pected, like the unfortunate duchess, of sorcery and witcheraft ; which was
rendered more probable by the practice of secresy. And this is not to
be wondered at in such a dark age, when the geauine principles of science
were little understood, except by the Freemasons. “ Gothic architecture,”
says Bardwell, (Temples, p. 3, n.) “ has always the charm of mystery ; it
does not exhibit itself naked and bare like a Greek temple perched on o
rock; but it appeals to the imagination, veiled itsclf with walls, and
screens, and towers ; inducing fancy to supply the deliciencies of the ma-
terial science. It delights in bold, striking, and picturesque irregularitics,
and always appears larger than its actual dimensions ; the mouldings, the
pillars, and arches, always create receding shadows, and, to the eye,
the idea of space arises from the succession of shadows and multitudinous
parts of unequal dimensions, just as the conception of time results from
the conception of ideas.”

® This prince is said to have received a better education than was usual
in his age, to have founded one of the first public libraries in England,
and to have been a great patron of learncd men. Among other advan-
tages which he reaped from this tura of mind, it tended much to cure him
of credulity ; of which the following instance is given by Sir Thomas
More. There was a man who pretended that, though he was born blind,
he had recovered his sight by & mirucle. The prince questioned the man
clogely, and amongst other things, asked him the colours of several cloaks
worn by persons of his retinue. 'I'he man told them very readily. * Yor
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in policy do him no less honour; his judgment and views
concerning the French dominions were always thwarted
and rendered abortive by the Bishop of Winchester and
his faction, who would hear of nothing but peace, though
on the most unworthy and abject terins, which ended 1n
the loss of the whole kingdom of France; to which the
heroic and gallant duke, nicely insisting on the honour,
majesty, ang glory of the English name, was a professed
enemy. His infernal persecutor, the hypocritical bishop,
lived but two months after him; and then went down
to his place with all the daggers of divine vengeance
sticking in his heart, as has already been related. The
memory of the wicked shall rot, but the unjustly per-
secuted shall be had in sweet and everlasting remem-
brance.

It has been already said that King Hen?7 wus made a
Mason ;* and by what follows, it will be found that he
was very intent upon a thorough knowledge of the royal
art; and how doubtful soever this event might appear
to Dr. Plot, it is supported with such undeniable testi-
monies as will effectually overthrow all his impossibilities.
No doubt but every reader will feel some satisfaction in
looking over this antique relation, though none more so
than the true and faithful Brother, in observing the glim-
mering conjectures of an unenlightened person, upon the
fundamental principles, history, and traditions of the
royal art, though a philosopher of as great merit and
penetration as this nation ever produced.®

are & knave,” said the prince; “ for if you had been born blind, you
“could not distinguish colours ;” and immediately ordered him to be sct in
the stocks as an impostor.

8 One of the first acts of the ill-fated Henry VL., after he had takey
the government into his own hands, was the foundation of two magnificca .
colleges at Cambridge and Eton. His chief counsellor, with whom thesc
plaos were consulted, was William of Waynflete, Grand Master of Ma-
sons; and he charged the Duchy of Lancaster with a payment of 2000/
a year for twenty years, towards their erection.

& The contents of the MS. are purposely omitted, because they are
already familiar to every Brother who cares anything about the institu-
tion ; a.ving been published in the Geatleman’s Magazine, the Ahiman
Rezon, and by Hutchinson, Preston, and many other masonic writers ; and
its authenticity is attested in the Life of Leland.

® The philosopher here referred to is the celebrated John Locke, whose
letter to the Iarl of Pembroke we have just secn, und whose annowations
on this ancient document have been the delight of every Mason who has
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From all that has been said, it will appear beyond
doubt that Dr. Plot’s charge against the Masons was
rin;:if)ally of his own. invention, as everything that he
as advanced, touching the falsehood or incoherency of
their history, either has not the least probability of truth,
- and which he must with design have misrepresented, or
what he could not by any means perfectly know to be
true ; and if every part of his history is no better founded
than this, a greater imposition was never offered to man-
kind under so sanctified and sleek a garb.# He either
wanted the ability, or was too indolent to make a nice
scrutiny into the history of his own country; for what he
offers at, seems rather to be what he wished than what
could be proved from facts.* The barbarous age, that
his ignorance calls the time of St. Alban, was, in every
respect, the reverse. The great probability, nay, cer-
tainty, of his being a surveyor over works when thousands
of workmen were employed, and he the most capable of
the service, is obvious. The story of the cloak and tutor,
though the doctor and his judicious persons might think
St. Cloak and St. Amphibalus to be the very same; yet
bere the current runs strongly against them, what affinity
soever they might suggest to be between the one and the
other. Indeed, none other than some of Dr. Plot’s bar-
barians could possibly have dedicated a cathedral-church
to a cloak, within a few years of the death of St. Alban’s
tutor, when there must have been great numbers of
‘Christians alive who personally knew him.

had the good fortune to peruse them; and though he was not at that
time a member of the fraternity, he seems to have taken a very correct
view of the system; and there can be no doubt that after his initiation
he would find his views confirmed.

8 These remarks are rather too severe. The doctor neither wanted
talents nor industry. His besetting fault was credulity. He pelieved
everything that was told him, without examining the credibility of his
suthority ; and hence he fell into all the absurd errors which deform his
book.

% The age was not barbarous, because the chief persons in Britain sent
their sons to Rome for education. Besides, the Druids, who swayed the
destinies of the people, were learned and polite. They taught the liberal
sciences, and particularly astronomy ; for at the irruption of Cesar, they
had divided the heavens into constellations, and were conversant with the
laws and motions of the planets. ‘I'heir botanical knowledge was exten-
sive, aud they are said to have been the best anatomists at that time
existing in the world. The poetry of the bards has been the subject of
high commendation. )



48 A DETECTION OF DR. PLOT’S

The history of Prince Edwin is sufficiently cleared up
to show the doctor a mean follower of the legendary
writers, and to have carefully gleaned up every little
circumstance that his malice could furnish him with
against the Masons, who, it seems, merited his highest
displeasure. Whether the Masons were councerned in
any seditious practices, or Henry VI. and his council
should see and procure, or ap;ln'ove the charges and maun-
ners, or himself and many nobles of his court should have
been made Masons, must rest upon what has already
been offered ; and as the doctor thinks the last event the
most improbable circumstance of all, the Masons will
readily give up all the doctor’s conjectures for indubitable
truths upon the proof of this being false.

The doctor did not intend to leave the Masons to enjoy
their falsehoods quietly, or to leave them in the midst of
their errors, but to bring them to open shame and pun-
ishment ; not for their fabulous history, but for their
wicked and secret practices. ¢ For,” says he, ¢ it is still
to be feared these chapters of Freemasons do as much
mischief as before, which, if one may estimate by the
penalty, was anciently so great, that perhaps it might be
useful to examine them now.”® Such was this Christian
doctor’s candour and charity, such his detestation of per-
secution ; but it must be remembered that he wrote ata
time when it was fashionable to decry anything that
looked like a secret assembly, lest matters disagreeable to
some might there be canvassed—when their liberty and
religion were both openly attacked by the government,
and the doctor more a man of mode than to cut his coat
contrary to the court fashion.” All the doctor’s laboured

% But even Robison admits the benevolent character of the society at
the very period when Dr. Plot wrote. He says that “ Masons being fre-
quenuy led by their employment far from hence, and from their friends,
might be greatly benefited by such an institution, which gave them
introduction and citizenship wherever they went, and a right to share in
the charitable contributions of Brethren who were strangers to them.
Universal bencvolence was the great aim of the Order.” (Proofs, p. 24.)

% Dr. Plot composed his work during the attempt of Monmouth to
obtain the crown, and while Kirke and Jefferies were executing their
blood-thirsty commissions to curry favour with the arbitrary court of
James. Nothing could satiate the spirit of rigour which possessed the
administration. Even those who were pardoned were subjected to such
heavy fines as reduced them to beggary ; and when they were no longer
capable of paying, they were scourged and imprisoned. ~ It is surprising,
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objections to the Masons being obviated, and shown to
be false and groundless, it may be inferred that no per-
sons, however eminent in quality, needed to disdain the
fellowship of Masons, on account of its high antiquity
and honour. As Staffordshire did then, so it does now,
furnish us with some of as great names as ever graced
the annals of Masoury.®

It will, perhaps, be deemed uncharitable to surmise
that any of those eminent and great persons, that Dr.
Plot says were Masons, encouraged him in his work. Yet
it too clearly appears that either they did not, or that he
rewarded them in the same grateful manner as he had
done his master, Ashmole.® Those whom he has men-
tioned as the promoters of his undertaking, without any
disrespect to their names be it said, he has so shamefully
flattered, and laid his daubing on so thickly, that nothing
but his own words can influence the reader to think that
a man of such esteem among the learned, and who passed
for a man of real learning himself, could be capable of it.
He calls them ‘ingenious and every way accomplished ;
the severely inquisitive and worshipful ; my truly noble
patron, the right worshipful; the virtuous and most
accomplished lady; the most hopeful and inquisitive
young gentleman, and his virtuous sister, Mrs. Annpe;
the fair lady of Lyswys;” and, to crown the whole, says
of a lady, that she had “a most exquisite sagacity and
perspicacious insight into the most hidden recesses of
nature.” Yet it were well had this adulating faculty
been the only fault of the doctor, for he appears to be

however, that the learned doctor should have attributed state plots to
Masons, becanse many of the adherents of James were Brethren of the
Order, although the king himself does not appear to have frequented the
lodges, nor is there any evidence to prove that he was a Mason ; but in
his reign Sir Christopher Wren was the Grand Master, and Brothers
Gabriel Cibber, and Edward Strong, the Grand Wardens.

® This observation is as true at the present day as it was at the time
when the above reply was written; and the Editor has many personal
friends amongst them, with whom he considers it a happiness to be
acquainted.

® Ashmole himself appointed Dr. Plot first keeper of his museum ; and
about the same time the vice-chancellor mominated him first professor of
chemistry in the university of Oxford. He was secretary to the Earl
Marshal ; registrar of the court of honour, and historiographer to
Kiog James II. This may have been the true cause of his servility,
although he evidently overshot his mark by abusing the Freemasons.
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the greatest believer, where the matter lie haudles is
beyond all credibility. He relates with firn affiauce the
most astonishing stories; and none with greater bitter-
ness than those of witches and wizards, against whom he
shows as much, if not more gall than against the Ma-
sons.® The good wives and colliers in Staffordshire
were his principal informers. He talks with great faith
of the music of a pack of hounds in the air; a heavenly
concert ; the raining not only of rats, mice, and frogs,
but of wool, iron, tiles, bricks, and great stones;” with
innumerable other unacecountable, unnatural, aud in-
credible relations, picked out of various authors, and of
various countries, to buttress up what he met with of
the same kind in Staffordshire. The history of the
whistlers, and in particular of William Creswell, the
whistler of Rugely, apprentice to Anthony Bannister ;
the story of Mary Woodward, of Hardwick ; of the black
meere of Morridge, told him with admiration by every-
body at Leek ; John Duncalf and his Bible ; and Captain
Basil Wood, are verily most marvellous relations, and
savour so strongly of truth, that it will be quite needless
to entertain the reader with them, and especially as they
have been transplanted by the ingenious Mr. Robert
Burton, in those extraordinary books called Wonderful
Events, the History of Witches, and the Kingdom of
Darkness.™ .

™ Jt is rather surprising that he did not blend the two charges to-
gether, for it was the cant of the day. Thus a writer against Masonry
says that “it was much connected with the schisms in the Christian
chuarch; that the Jesuits had several times interfered in it; and that
most of the exceptionable innovations and dissensions had arisen about
the time that the order of Loyola was suppressed ; so that it should seem
that these intriguing brethren had attempted to maintain their influence
by the help of Freemasonry. It was much disturbed by the mystical
whims of Behmen and Swedenborg—by the fanatical and knavish doc-
trines of the modern Rosicrucians—by magicians—maguetisers—exor-
cists.” (Robison, Proofs, p. 6.) :

7 Nat. Hist. Staff. pp. 14, 20, 22, 24.

= However, Dashficld, the astonishing collier of Wednesbury, must
uot 80 be passed over. The doctor says he was told “that this same
collier heing searching for coal in some old hollows, and wanting air,
repaired to an old shaft that had been filled up some years before, where
loosening some earth at the bottom, in hopes it would crack to the top,
and give him air, it so suddenly coped down upon him, that being
environed on all sides with it, he could not retarn, insomach that the
people concluded him smothered ; but while they were debating how to
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A position of the doctor’s concerning water-spouts, is
thus advanced:—In these spouts, together with the
water, the fish many times, in the sea thereabouts, are
lifted up, which sometimes being carried by the winds
over land before their fall, has often occasioned the
wonderful raining of fish, as it did whitings at Stansted,
in the parish of Wrotham, in Kent, in 1666, and herrings
in the south of Scotland, in 1684, as his most sacred
Majesty King James II. most judiciously determined the
problem there.” How this problem was determined is
not discernible, without the water-spout does it; bui us
a respectable person is here drawn in to vouch for the
doctor, it can give no offence to say, that there never
have been any whiting or herring rains since. For the
person last mentioned it was that the doctor wrote, and
seems to have no opinions but what were reflected from
the crown. He turns tail of all his Staffordshire sup-
porters, by telling the public *that he appeals only to
the royal judgment, and, therefore, shall little value what
other men think, but cheerfully acquiesce in his majesty’s
decision.™

Finally, be it far from a Mason to detract from any
man’s real worth, or endeavour to blemish what is praise-
worthy and meritorious in any man’s couduct or writings,
though some parts may be dappled with falsehood or
error; and, therefore, with allowing all due praise to his
literary acquisitions, in which it must be confessed he
took great pains, yet it is most certain a man of less
judgment, and more credulity, never lived than Dr. Plot.

get him out, he, by the help of his maundrill, by degrees so wrought
away the earth over head, and getting it under his feet, so raised himself
higher and higher, that at length he came out above ground safe and
sound, having worked thus upwards at least twenty-seven feet in an
hour’s time ; which even the people thereabouts, who understand these
works, look upon to this day as so stranse a performance, that the man
(now living) is still called Witch Dashfield.” (Nat. Hist. Staff. pp. 254,
288, 291, 304, 305, 306, 329.

¥ Nat. Hist. Staff. pp. 249, 250

™ Dedication to King James.

3*




CHAPTER 1I.
AN APOLOGY FOR THE FREE AND chPTED MASONS.

JCUASIONED BY THEIR PERSECUTIONS IN THE CANTON OF BERNE, WITH
THE PRESENT STATE OF MASONRY IN GERMANY, ITALY,
FRANCE, FLANDERS, AND HOLLAND.!

“——  Then the witch
Began a magic song,
One long low tone, through teeth half closed,
Through lips slow moving, muttered slow ;
One long continued breath,
Till to her eyes a darker yellowness
‘Was driven, and fuller swoln the prominent veins
On her loose throat grew black.
Then looking upward, thrice she breathed
Into the face of heaven;
The baneful breath infected heaven ;
A mildewing fog it spread
Darker and darker ; so the evening sun
Poured his unentering glory on the mist,
And it was night below.” Sourary,

Tee Free and Accepted Masons, so famous in our
times, are a society of men of all ages, conditions, re-
ligions, and countries, who have ever been such lovers

! The following papal decree was issued against this pamphlet by the
Apostolical Chamber at Rome in 1739 : — The 18th day of Feb. 1739.
The sacred congregation of the most eminent, and most reverend cardi-
nals of the holynftomnn See, and inquisitor-general in the Christian republic
against heretical pravity, held in the convent of St. Mary Supra Miner-
vam, thoroughly weighing that a certain book, written in Freunch, small
in its size, but most wicked in regard to its bad subject, eutitled ¢ The
History of, and an Apology for the Society of Freemasons, by J. G. D.
M. F. M., printed